
Midway
Como

21,000 Circulationwww.MonitorSaintPaul.com

Your community  

newspaper since 1975

October 2017 • Vol. 43 No. 3

Ten vie for St. Paul Mayor’s 
spot; six run for the three 
School Board seats

PAGE 7, 10

Spirit of the 2017 
Hamline Elementary Fall  
Festival shines through

PAGE 8-9

‘Tappy Hour’ gives
new meaning to the
idea of ‘happy hour’

PAGE 2

Council to vote on proposed parkland north of future stadium
By JANE MCCLURE

St. Paul’s Major League Soc-
cer stadium is taking shape as 
the St. Paul City Council is set 
to vote Nov. 15 on the park-
land dedication agreement for 
the property. That follows a St. 
Paul Parks and Recreation Com-
mission unanimous approval 
Sept. 14 of a parkland dedica-
tion agreement with Minnesota 
United for property north of Al-
lianz Field. 

The property is one of two 
green blocks planned between 
the stadium and University Ave. 
The agreement is touted as pro-
viding a green space for pub-
lic use and Minnesota United 
events, while not adding park 
maintenance and operations 
cost to the city. But the advocacy 
group Friends of the Parks and 
Trails of St. Paul and Ramsey 
County is raising questions. 

Friends Director Shirley Ers-
tad called the agreement “prob-
lematic” because the soccer 
team doesn’t own the Midway 
Center land. Lead team owner 
Bill McGuire has a master lease 

agreement with Midway Center 
ownership but doesn’t own the 
shopping center property where 
the park would be located.

The 18-page agreement ded-
icating the park space indicated 
that Minnesota United doesn’t 
yet own the property but that it 
is seeking title to the land.

The Midway Center master 
plan approved last year by the 
City Council shows two parks 
north of the stadium. The agree-
ment moving to City Council 
is for the Great Lawn just north 
of the stadium. A similar park 
is planned further north, just 
south of University Ave. It will 
be covered by a separate agree-
ment.

Green space and a plaza are 
also planned at the northeast 
corner of Snelling and St. An-
thony. McGuire said the site will 
have amenities including side-
walks with trees and plantings.

St. Paul requires developers 
to either dedicate land for park 
space or pay a fee. When the 
preliminary plat for the Midway 
Center site redevelopment was 

approved last year, one condi-
tion called for no less than .63 
acres be dedicated to the public 
for parks purposes. The plans 
approved Sept. 14 meet that 
agreement.

Minnesota United told city 
officials it would meet the park-
land dedication requirement by 
entering into a separate agree-
ment to develop and maintain 
private land for park purposes. 
This is only the second time in 
St. Paul that a parkland dedica-
tion requirement would be met 
this way. The first was at Beacon 
Bluff, a commercial develop-
ment along Phalen Blvd.

St .  Paul  Department  of 
Parks and Recreation Director 
Mike Hahm said the complex 
agreement provides benefits for 
the city. City officials believe the 
agreement protects both the city 
and soccer team’s interests. If 
the city had to acquire the land, 
it would cost as much as $2 mil-
lion. 

One condition of the 18-
page agreement is that Min-
nesota United must provide a 

property covenant outlining 
the property’s park purpose. If 
the team fails to maintain the 
land for park purposes,  the 
team would have to pay the city 
$500,000.

Parks commissioners asked 
that potential challenges to the 
land ownership issue be specif-
ically addressed when the agree-
ment is presented for a City 
Council vote. “This is an agree-
ment wrapped in another agree-
ment,” said Commissioner Dan 
Marckel.

Minnesota United will de-
velop, maintain and operate 
the Great Lawn space. It will be 
tied into the stormwater drain-
age system for the area around it 
and will have amenities includ-
ing sidewalks, trees, benches, 
planting, trash receptacles and 
public art. The team would pay 
for those features, at a cost that 
is likely to exceed $250,000.

The park could be used for 
active and passive recreation 
and public gatherings. Hahm 
said uses must be consistent 
with park uses spelled out by 

city ordinance. He said that it 
is a “given” that groups could 
e x e r c i s e  t h e i r  f r e e  s p e e c h 
rights in the park space.

But park users would have 
to follow the rules used in city 
parks, such as operating hours 
and prohibitions on activities 
such as overnight camping.

U n d e r  t h e  a g r e e m e n t , 
Minnesota United would have 
exclusive rights to use the park 
for  i ts  league events,  home 
events,  club events,  tryouts, 
and practices. Food and bev-
erages, including liquor, could 
be sold during those events if 
the appropriate licenses and 
insurance are in place.

The team would also have 
the exclusive right to deter-
mine park programming on 
the parcel. Minnesota United 
would work with the city on 
a permit process for park uses 
requiring a permit. 

Minnesota United would 
also have park naming rights 
and would retain all revenues 
and  benef i t s  t i ed  to  those 
naming rights.

Two years of obstacles couldn’t stop Karima Omer from opening Sabrina’s 
Article and photos 
by JAN WILLMS

Proving that it pays to perse-
vere, Karima Omer has recently 
opened Sabrina’s Cafe and Deli at 
518 Snelling Ave., serving East Af-
rican breakfast, lunch, dinner, and 
desserts. All food is prepared in the 
Halal manner.

But getting to this point has 
been a long and difficult journey.

Omer arrived in this country 
nearly 20 years ago as a political 
refugee from the Oromia region 
of Ethiopia. She grew up in Soma-
lia. She began her work in St. Paul 
by running a grocery and daycare 
and established those businesses. 
However, a fire in the building she 
occupied burned down everything, 
and Omer was forced to start over.

“I didn’t know where to start. 
I didn’t know what to do,” she re-
called in a recent interview. She 
came back from a trip to Africa 
and looked around to see where 
she could best use her skills and 
talents.

“I had no money, and I 
worked part-time at a hospital,” 
said Omer, who is the mother of 
four children. “Finally I found this 
location.”

She started out with a coffee 
shop, offering customers the ex-
perience of the Ethiopian coffee 
ceremony. “But I would sometimes 
go a whole day without a custom-

er, and not make even a dollar,” 
she said.

Omer was determined to 
follow what had always been her 
dream and open a restaurant and 
deli. Through two years of struggle 
with getting the proper equipment 
and the correct permits, Omer and 
her family worked tirelessly to get 
the restaurant up and running. 
And on Aug. 25, she opened her 
doors for a grand opening.

The small restaurant is tucked 
in with other African businesses 
along the 500 block of Snelling 

Ave. Inside, the walls are painted a 
rich, warm golden shade. The food 
is prepared in an open kitchen, 
and there is a feeling of warmth to 
the place. Omer chose to name her 
business after her oldest daughter, 
Sabrina.

The menu includes injera, the 
spongy bread on which the diner 
can put meat or vegetables. There 
is goat meat, gyros, beef sagaar, 
and sombosas. Chapati, a flat-
bread, and eggs are for breakfast. 
And to end the meal, the sweet 
and flaky baklava. Customers can 

dine in or order food for takeout. 
The restaurant is open 7am to 
10pm seven days a week.

Omer said she also received 
the support of Little Africa, under 
the auspices of African Economic 
Development Solutions (AEDS). 
“If Little Africa had not helped 
me, I would not be in business for 
sure,” Omer said. The mission of 
AEDS is to build wealth within the 
African immigrant communities.

“We still don’t have a web-
site,” Omer said. And for cater-
ing or deli orders, she uses her 

cellphone. “I have to answer, no 
matter where I am,” she laughed. 
She said she sometimes is at the 
restaurant until 1am in the morn-
ing cleaning.

She said when she was trying 
to get the business ready to open 
as a cafe and deli, some of her 
friends asked her if she was sure 
she wanted to go through with it, 
keep paying rent on the location 
even though the business was not 
yet ready to open.

“I  sa id  I  had to  see  i t 
through,” she explained. “Whatev-
er I start, I have to finish and see 
the results.”

And she said the struggle has 
been worth it. “I don’t like to think 
about the obstacles we had to 
overcome,” she said. “I just want to 
go forward. Right now everybody 
seems to like the food, and I am 
happy to be able to serve them. 
Now the cafe is ready, thanks to 
God.”

Karina Omer, owner of Sabrina’s Cafe & Deli on Snelling Ave.

The Cafe & Deli is named after 
Omer’s oldest daughter, Sabrina.

   OTE
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‘Tappy Hour’ gives new meaning to happy hour
By MARGIE O’LOUGHLIN

Housed in the former Amer-
ican Can Company at 755 Prior 
Ave. N., Can Can Wonderland is 
a colorful blend of artist-inspired 
miniature golf, fun and festive 
foods, art happenings and, as 
of late, a place to don tap shoes 
and hoof a little with a pro. From 
4-6pm on Friday nights, the ta-
bles and chairs are pushed aside, 
and a section of the floor at Can 
Can Wonderland is cleared for 
tap dancing. 

Dance teacher Ellen Keane 
welcomes beginners and every-
one else to her free Tappy Hour. 
“I build this class to be about 20 
minutes of movement,” she said, 
“and then we take a break. After 
the break, we start up again, and 
people are free to come and go. 
I don’t want anyone to feel like 
they’re being held captive.” Alco-
holic and non-alcoholic drinks 
are available at the bar nearby—
most are served in a can.

A l o n g  w i t h  h e r  s i s t e r 
Cathy Wind, Keane co-directs a 
non-profit dance company called 
Keane Sense of Rhythm at 836 
Prior Ave. N. (just about across 
the street). Keane said, “My sis-
ter and I come from a dancing 
family; our mother was a chorus 
girl with the pantomimes in En-
gland when she was young. Our 
father loved to dance too. My 
first memory of social dancing 
was with him, standing on his 
feet while we swung around the 
room. ” 

“I was a typical dance kid 
who studied tap, ballet, and 
jazz,” Keane said. “It wasn’t until 
much later that I discovered 

rhythm tap, which is what we 
dance at Keane Sense of Rhythm. 
Rhythm tap is as much about 
music as it is about dance. I saw 
my first performance of rhythm 
tap when I was 28. I went with 
my sister to see The Jazz Tap En-
semble perform at the Ordway 
Theater. They were America’s 
first touring tap dance compa-
ny, founded in 1979 by three 
dancers and three musicians 
who brought original tap chore-
ography and live jazz music to 
the concert stage. I looked at my 
sister and said, ‘This is it. This is 
what I want to do with the rest of 
my life.’”

The motto at Keane Sense 
of Rhythm is, “dance that builds 
community.” Outreach has been 
a driving force behind the or-
ganization since the beginning. 
Keane explained, “A big part of 
my love of rhythm tap is the 
American culture it came out of, 

and that culture was most often 
made up of people of color. I 
love the skill set, but it’s the cul-
ture that I really want to grow in 
the Twin Cities. Rhythm tap is in-
viting, it’s accessible, and it also 
has a longevity unique among 
dance styles. I hope to be danc-
ing well into my 80’s - imagine 
that you can just keep getting 
better and better.”

“I do a lot of teaching in St. 
Paul schools,” Keane said, “and 
I choose to reach out to schools 
where more than 90% of the 
students receive free or reduced 
lunches (an indicator of family 
poverty). Many of the kids that 
I’ve met in those schools have 
joined our Youth Tap Ensemble 
at Keane Sense of Rhythm. We 
have kids ages 8-18, grouped by 
ability and experience. Our stu-
dents are among many local and 
national groups who’ll be per-
forming at the Cowles Center for 
the Arts in downtown Minneap-
olis Oct. 19-22 in the third Twin 
Cities Tap Festival. Go to www.
twincitiestap.com for complete 
info.

Tappy Hour happens every 
Friday night at Can Can Wonder-
land, and all are welcome.

Dance teacher Ellen Keane (in white pants and floral top on the left) led a 
group of beginning dancers during a Friday afternoon Tappy Hour at Can 
Can Wonderland. (Photo by Margie O’Loughlin)

Keane has a huge collection of used tap shoes, enough to fill a quarter of 
her garage. She brings several boxes to Tappy Hour, so there are plenty to go 
around. (Photo by Margie O’Loughlin)
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Max property tax levies are set
St .  Paul ’s  property tax pic-
ture is coming into focus, with 
St. Paul School Board and City 
Council adoption of 2018 max-
imum property tax levies. The 
City Council approved city lev-
ies Sept. 20. The St. Paul School 
Board adopted its levy Sept. 19.

The Ramsey County Board 
did likewise Sept. 27, with a 4.3 
percent increase over 2017’s levy. 

State law calls for Minneso-
ta’s local units of government to 
set maximum levies by the end of 
September. After that, levies can 
be reduced but not increased.

St. Paul city officials are set-
ting the largest levy hike in re-
cent memory, with a 23.9 percent 
increase over 2017. About 19 

percent of the increase is driven 
by the end of the street right-of-
way maintenance assessments for 
many services. Most services were 
shifted back to property taxes 
after a court decision found the 
charges couldn’t be assessed to 
tax-exempt property owners.

City Council approval of the 
2018 levy was 6-1, with Ward Six 
Council Member Dan Bostrom 
against. He is hearing from con-
stituents concerned about the 
level of increase and is concerned 
that the city officials are giving 
people “a false sense of securi-
ty” when the high increase is de-
scribed as a shift.

The maximum levy approved 
Sept. 20 is $139.3 million in 
2018. Most of that, about $107.3 

million is for city operations. The 
amount includes the $17.9 mil-
lion levy for the library agency.

For 2017 the city levied 
$113.9 million.

The council also approved 
a $1.961 million maximum levy 
for the St. Paul Port Authority. 
The Port levy was $1.81 million.

The council, acting as the 
Housing and Redevelopment Au-
thority Board, approved a $3.8 
million HRA levy Sept. 13. That 
represents a $275,562 increase 
over 2017.

The city’s truth-in-taxation 
hearing is Wed., Dec. 6.

The levy increase proposed 
for St. Paul Public Schools is 6.6 
percent. That amount was adopt-
ed Sept. 19.

Levy dollars will support the 
school district during the 2018-
2019 school year. The total bud-
get for 2018-2019 hasn’t been set.

School district staff outlined 
the factors affecting the levy in-
cluding changes in pupil counts, 
legislative changes to education 
formulas, the inflation increase 
for the current referendum, pen-
sion contributions required by 
law, insurance, and other em-
ployee benefits, employment 
changes that drive severance 
need, capital bonding, long-term 
maintenance, and other obliga-
tions.

The school levy is divided 
into categories, for general oper-
ations, pension and contractual 
obligations, community educa-
tion, and facilities.

The total levy proposed for 
2018 is $157.2 million, up $9.2 
million from 2017’s amount of 
$148 million. It represents a 6.22 
percent levy increase.

The school’s truth-in-tax-
ation hearing is at 6pm, Tues., 
Dec. 5 at 360 Colbourne. A final 
vote is Dec. 19.

Ramsey County Manager 

Julie Kleinschmidt proposed a 
biennial budget of $704 million 
for 2018 and $723 million for 
2019—a 1.9 percent increase of 
$12.8 million in 2018 and a 2.8 
percent increase of $19.5 million 
in 2019.

About 42 percent of the 
county ’s  budget  i s  funded 
through property taxes. The pro-
posal calls for an increase in 
Ramsey County’s property tax 
levy of 4.3 percent in each year, 
or $12.7 million in 2018 and 
$13.3 million in 2019. The coun-
ty’s truth-in-taxation hearing is 
Nov. 27 at the Shoreview Branch 
Library.

Payment options are eyed
St. Paul City Council members 
and Mayor Chris Coleman are 
poring over a Citizens’ League 
study of payment instead of taxes 
and voluntary payment pro-
grams. The City Council accepted 
the report Sept. 6 after a presen-
tation from study group co-chairs 
Kay Rakow and Joe Reid, and 
Sean Kershaw, president of the 
nonpartisan group.

The City Council will look at 
and discuss the study in the fu-
ture. Any ideas that emerge won’t 
be part of the 2018 budget but 
would be implemented in 2019 
at the earliest.

The task force study extend-
ed over several weeks. The group 
recommended that talks start 
soon with the city’s largest prop-
erty-owned nonprofits. Coleman 
said in a statement that he is 
reaching out to the largest non-
profits.

Nonprofit property owners 
paid right-of-way maintenance 
assessments until 2016 when the 
Minnesota Supreme Court found 
that the payments are illegal. 
Ways to make up that lost fund-
ing have been discussed by City 
Council members and city staff. 
In its last year, the right-of-way 
program brought in $32 million.

Council members were told 
that in the context of the city 
budget, a voluntary contribution 
program would bring in very lit-

tle revenue. The report states that 
any payment program or initia-
tive cannot and should not be 
viewed as a solution to the city’s 
budget challenges.

But i t  does recommend 
talks start soon about the pos-
sibility of voluntary payments. 
Rakow noted that most programs 
studied from around the coun-
try raise a very small amount of 
funding. Less than 25 percent of 
the city is tax-exempt property ac-
cording to the study. That is com-
parable to other major Minneso-
ta cities including Minneapolis 
and Duluth.

Tobacco restrictions laid over
Proposed restrictions on sales 
o f  m e n t h o l ,  w i n t e r g r e e n , 
mint, and fruit-flavored tobac-
co products will be discussed 
by the St. Paul City Council 
Oct. 25. If the proposal wins 
approval, it would take effect 
a year from now and would 
restrict the sales to tobacco 
shops, which are only open to 
adults.

T h e  c o u n c i l  h e l d  t w o 
packed hearings on the mea-
sure in September but laid the 
matter over. Ward Five Coun-
cil Member Amy Brendmoen 
said that while she supports 
the ban, the process leading up 
the ordinance was flawed and 
lacked adequate input from 
both sides.

St .  Paul  has  already re -
stricted many flavored tobac-
co products but had left men-
thol, mint, and wintergreen 
products alone when it  last 
changed the restrictions more 
than a year ago. The proposed 
ordinance adds fruit, menthol, 
mint, and wintergreen to the 
list of restricted flavors. The 
city already restricts products 
containing chocolate, cocoa, 
vanilla, honey, and any candy, 
dessert ,  alcoholic  beverage, 
herb or spice. The ordinance 
governs tobacco products, to-
bacco-related devices includ-
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The Hamline Midway Library, 
1558 W. Minnehaha Ave. is pro-
viding a wide variety of arts, sci-
ence, and literary programming 
for all ages this October and 
November. Stop by to check out 
books, CDs, DVDs, and maga-
zines or to surf the Internet in 
one of our neighborhood’s co-
ziest, most welcoming spots!

Preschool Storytimes in 
English happen Fridays, 10:30-
11am, with upcoming events on 
Oct. 13, 20, and 27 and Nov. 3 
and 10. Storytimes feature sto-
ries, songs, puppets, and more. 
They’re a great way for care-
givers to bond with children 
and build social skills, listen-
ing comprehension, letter and 
number recognition, and more. 
Children of all activity levels 
are welcome!

The library also offers Eve-
ning Storytimes on Tuesdays 
from 6-6:30pm. These story-
times feature the same kinds 
of stories, songs, puppets, and 
games you’ll find at the daytime 
storytimes. Upcoming Evening 
Storytimes will take place Oct. 
17 and 24 and Nov. 7, 14, 21, 
and 28.

Sat., Oct. 14, 1:30-3pm, the 
library presents the popular Sci-
ence Saturdays program. This 
month’s theme is Spooky Shad-
ows. School-aged kids and their 
families are invited to join in a 
shadow theater to see what they 
can create with flashlights and 
shadows. Sat., Oct. 14 is also 
Math and Science Day at the li-
brary. From 11:30am-5pm, you 
can join in fun, hands-on math 
and science activities all around 
the library!

On Tuesday afternoons in 
October and November from 
4:30-6pm, poet Becca Barniskis, 
and musician Nick Jaffe will 
present Word and Sound Lab, a 
series of open studio workshops 
for youth grades 5-8 that ex-

plores the intersection of poet-
ry, sound, and video. iPads and 
other tech will be available to 
use on-site or participants may 
bring their own devices. This ac-
tivity is open and free to grades 
5-8. No registration necessary; 
just show up! Come to one 
session or attend all as you’re 
able. Word and Sound Labs take 
place Tues., Oct. 17, 24, and 31, 
and Nov. 7, 14, 21, and 28.

Jody’s Documentary Film 
Series happens on Wed., Oct. 
25, 1-3pm. This month, Jody 
will host a showing of “The 
Grownups” by filmmaker Maite 
Alberdi. The film tells the story 
of middle-aged friends with 
Down Syndrome working as ca-
terers, looking for romance, and 
hoping for independence in 
Chile. This program is a collab-
oration of the award-winning 
PBS POV, the Hamline Midway 
Elders, and the library. Come 
for the film and snacks, stay for 
a thought-provoking post-film 
discussion facilitated by Jody.

On Wed., Oct. 25, 7-8pm, 
the Park Square Theatre pres-
ents Behind the Curtain, an 
evening with actors from the 
upcoming production of Shake-

speare’s Hamlet. Attendees of 
the library program are invit-
ed to purchase up to four half-
priced, standard tickets to see 
a performance of the show at 
Park Square Theater (Oct. 26-
Nov. 11). All tickets must be 
purchased in advance of the 
Oct. 25 discussion program at 
the Hamline Midway Library 
and can be picked up the eve-
ning of the Oct.  25 presen-
tation. Please visit www.the-
friends.org/hamlet to register 
and receive the discount code 
via email. This presentation is 
sponsored by the Friends of the 
St. Paul Public Library.

The Novels at Night Book 
Club meets on Thur., Oct. 26, 
6:30-7:30pm to discuss “The 
Sisters Brothers” by Patrick de-
Witt. This darkly comic novel 
takes place during the great Cal-
ifornia Gold Rush and follows 
the misadventures of the Sisters 
brothers, two hired guns track-
ing down a target who gives 
them a real run for their money. 
Join other fiction enthusiasts 
for a lively discussion every 
fourth Thursday!

The new Start a Series Book 
Club will meet on Sat., Oct. 28, 

3-4pm to discuss L.A. Meyer’s 
“Bloody Jack: Being an Account 
of the Curious Adventures of 
Mary ‘Jacky’ Faber, Ship’s Boy.” 
This book club is recommended 
for grades 6-8, and each month 
will focus on a discussion of the 
first book in a series.

On Sat., Nov. 4, 1-2pm, the 
Saints and Sinners Book Club 
meets to discuss good myster-
ies. Contact volunteer G. Balter 
for book lists and more infor-
mation at gerribalter@gmail.

com or 651-224-5570.
On Wed. ,  Nov.  9,  6:30-

7pm, participants in ARTful Ex-
pression: Acting with Teatro del 
Pueblo, an acting program for 
adults ages 50+, will give a free 
performance to demonstrate 
what they learned during the 
program. Enjoy a little theater 
and cheer on the actors!

The library and the Ham-
line Midway Elders  present 
Chair Yoga on Thursdays from 
10:30-11:30am on Nov. 9, 16, 
and 30. All movement is done 
while seated or standing using 
the chair for balance. This class 
for adults is taught by Nancy 
Giguere.

All St. Paul Libraries will be 
closed on Nov. 10 and 11 in ob-
servance of Veterans Day.

Davis Insurance Inc.
Home - Life - Auto - Business 

Rental - Dental - Vision 
www.TDavisInsurance.com  

651-493-3198

Pierce Butler basin
fall planting schedule
— Sun., Oct. 15, 9am-1pm: 
Pierce Butler Meadows Commu-
nity Planting Day. In partnership 
with Capital Region Watershed 
District, Ramsey Conservation 
District, and Minnesota Depart-
ment of Transportation, Hamline 
Midway Coalition will host a 
Community Plant Day with a 
celebration walk and parade on 
Sat., Oct. 21. 
— Mon., Oct. 16: Hamline U and 
Hamline E build and plant part-
nership; time to be determined.
— Wed., Oct. 18, 10am-1pm: 
Plant and build
— Fri., Oct. 20, 1-3pm: Finish 
the build at Hamline U
— Sat., Oct. 21, 9-11am: Celebra-
tion Walking Prairie Parade

Holiday Pop-Up Shop
Midway Holiday Pop-Up Shop 
returns for its’ 3rd year on Nov. 
25! We are seeking local vendors 
to participate in Small Business 
Saturday. 

Owning a small business can 
come with its challenges of retail 
space, visibility for your business, 
and spaces to sell your products. 
Midway Holiday Pop-Up Shop 
provides a welcoming space for 
shoppers, families, and small 
businesses to support one anoth-
er during the Holidays. The Pop-
Up Shop host over 35 vendors, 
has hot drinks, hot foods for pur-
chase, and a lovely visit by Santa 
himself. Mark your calendars for 
Small Business Saturday on Nov. 
25, 10am-4pm, and come to the 

Celtic Junction, 836 Prior Ave, 
Saint Paul to support these busi-
nesses! 

Environment Committee
Hamline Midway Coalition is 
seeking applicants for the Ham-
line Midway Environment Com-
mittee. Do you have interest in 

tracking, discussing, and taking 
action related to sustainability 
and the natural environment? 
If yes, this committee is for you. 
You must live, operate a business, 
or own property within the Ham-
line Midway to join this commit-
tee. Anyone interested should call 
or email Melissa at 651-494-7683 
or melissa@hamlinemidway.org.

Transportation Committee
Hamline Midway Coali t ion 
is seeking applicants for the 
Hamline Midway Transporta-
tion Committee. The Hamline 
Midway neighborhood is a res-
idential community bisected by 
a critical node within the local 
and regional transportation net-

work. This committee seeks to 
find the proper balance of meet-
ing its multi-modal needs of 
transportation in the Hamline 
Midway neighborhood. If you 
are interested or have questions 
about this committee, please 
call or email Melissa at 651-494-
7683 or melissa@hamlinemid-
way.org.

Represent your neighborhood
Run for the HMC Board of Direc-
tors by declaring your candida-
cy by Mon., Nov. 20.

Hamline Midway Coalition 
is seeking candidates for its 
Board of Directors. Anyone age 
16 or older that resides within, 
owns property within, or owns 
a business that is headquar-
tered and principally operates 
within the Hamline Midway, 
is eligible to run AND vote in 
the board elections. If you are 
interested in working with an 
informed and engaged group of 
neighbors to focus on local is-
sues around transportation, de-
velopment, sustainability and 
more, consider running for the 
board.

Anyone interested in run-
ning for a seat on the Board of 
Directors must return a com-
pleted application to the Execu-
tive Director no later than 5pm 
on Mon., Nov. 20. To request 
an application or for more in-
formation about serving on the 
HMC Board of Directors, please 
contact Michael Jon Olson at 
651-494-7682 or michaeljon@
hamlinemidway.org.

Pierce Butler basin fall planting underway
By MELISSA CORTES, Community Organizer

Hamline Midway Coalition

The community will be out in October with a special project to beautify the Pierce Butler basin with plantings.

Storytimes, book clubs, and special events scheduled

News from Hamline Midway Library
By CARRIE POMEROY

STORYTIME
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District 10 is looking for com-
munity members who want to 
keep Como Regional Park on 
the right path. Here are two op-
portunities:
• Dockside: We’re looking for 
one community member to 
serve on the restaurant’s eval-
uation committee. Committee 
members will assess quality, 
customer service, community 
access, and other aspects of 
Dockside’s performance. 
• On the Right Path: We’re 
creating a workgroup that will 
recommend how to make it 
easier to get around the park 
when you’re not in a vehicle. 
We’ll assess signs, paths, maps, 

and more. We’re seeking mem-
bers of different backgrounds 
who use the park in different 
ways: walkers, runners, cyclists, 
wheelchair users, behind stroll-
ers, etc. Members will grade 
the quality, usefulness, and 
consistency of current “wayfin-

ding” tools. Then they’ll suggest 
ideas to eliminate confusion 
and improve routing within the 
park, including to destinations 
on both sides of Lexington and 
outside of the Zoo/Conservato-
ry campus.

If you are interested in ei-
ther role, get us your name no 
later than Sun., Oct. 15. You 
can get more information and 
fill out an online application 
on District 10’s website: go to 
www.district10comopark.org 
and click “Keep the Park on the 
Right Path.”

Special Board election Oct. 17
The Como Community Council 
holds a special election on Tues., 
Oct. 17 to fill another board va-
cancy from Sub-District 4 (Ener-
gy Park and South Como). The 
election takes place at 7pm, be-
fore the monthly board meeting 
at the Como Park Streetcar Sta-
tion. 

Candidates: You can find 

information about candidates 
on the District 10 website: www.
district10comopark.org. (Write-
in nominations will be accepted 
from the floor the night of the 
election.) 

Voting: Any Sub-District 4 
resident at least 18 years of age is 
eligible to vote; so are represen-
tatives from businesses or insti-
tutions based in the Sub-District. 
The boundaries are Dale on the 
east, Snelling on the west, and 
the two sets of BNSF railroad 
tracks on the north and south.

The truth and myths 
about credit scores
District 10 will host a free fi-
nancial workshop focused on 
how individuals can improve 
their credit score. The work-
shop is being organized and 
presented by TopLine Federal 
Credit Union and LSS Finan-
cial Counseling. 

The workshop will cover 
topics such as the rules and 

myths of credit scoring, how 
to spot  errors  on credit  re -
ports,  and exercising r ights 
under the Fair Credit Report-
ing Act. 

T h e  w o r k s h o p  t a k e s 
place on Wed., Oct. 18, from 
6-7:30pm, at the Como Park 
Streetcar Station, which is on 
the northeast corner of Lex-
ington and Horton. The work-
shop is  f ree,  but  you must 
register in advance at www.
district10comopark.org/work-
shop_registration.html or by 
calling TopLine at 763-391-
9494.

Upcoming District 10 Meetings
• Como Community Council 
Monthly Meeting: Tues., Oct. 
17
• Environment Committee: 
Wed., Oct. 25
• Land Use Committee: Wed., 
Nov. 1
• Neighborhood Relations and 
Safety Committee: Tues., Nov. 7

All meetings begin at 7pm 
at  the Como Park Streetcar 
Station, which is at the north-
east corner of Lexington and 
Horton. Community members 
are always welcome to attend 
and  par t i c ipa te.  Whenever 
possible,  agendas are  post-
ed in advance in the “Board 
News” section of District 10’s 
website. 

On a lovely late September afternoon, nearly 100 third and fourth grade Hamline Elementary students were 
treated to math “outside the box” and “outside the classroom” thanks to an event organized by the Hamline Uni-
versity Mathematics Department, Math Club, and the Sustainability Thrive Team. The “Fractals Tie Dye Event” 
took place outside Anderson Center and began with small group lessons about fractals—a never-ending self-re-
peating pattern—and ended with students tie-dying their own fractal patterns in t-shirts. It was a beautiful and 
messy project, and each shirt was as individual as the student who made it. Big thanks to our friends at Hamline 
University for this mathematically artistic experience!

Fractal Fun at Hamline University

Hamline Elementary School
By JESSICA KOPP

Want to make the park better?

Como Community Council Corner
By MICHAEL KUCHTA, Executive Director
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• Como senior Keleenah Yang 
wrote an award-winning essay in 
a state-wide contest sponsored by 
the BestPrep Program. Yang will 
present her essay at the BestPrep 
Educational Forum on Oct. 24 at 
the St. Paul RiverCentre in front 
of an anticipated audience of 700 
guests. The event’s keynote speak-
er will be retired Minnesota Su-
preme Court Justice Alan Page. 

Keleenah’s essay was based 
on Page’s theme of “Tomor-
row’s Leaders” and the prompt 
“Why Character Matters.” Yang 
will have an opportunity to meet 
with Page at a reception before 
the evening program along with 
many of the corporate spon-
sors of the BestPrep Educational 
Forum including Thomson Re-
uters, 3M, Cargill, General Mills 
and Ecolab. 

BestPrep has a 40-year histo-
ry of support and programming 
as a non-profit organization with 
a mission to prepare students 
with business, career and finan-
cial literacy skills through hands-
on experiences that inspire suc-
cess in work and life. 

• Como Academy of Finance 
(AOF) coordinator and teacher 
Kris Somerville was selected by 
the Minnesota Council on Eco-
nomic Education (MCEE) for the 
2017 Personal Finance Leader-
ship Award. This annual award 
is supported by Thrivent Finan-
cial. Somerville is receiving this 
award in recognition of her com-
mitment and contribution to per-
sonal finance education and pro-
fessional growth.

Somerville will be honored 
at the MCEE’s EconFest celebra-
tion on Thur., Nov. 2 at the Min-
nesota Landscape Arboretum in 
Chaska. She will receive a $1,000 
check for her leadership and pro-
vide remarks about how personal 
finance education is essential to 
the mission within Como’s AOF. 

• The National Merit Scholar-
ship Program has recognized 
Eva Hanson and Eli Pattison 
from Como’s  c lass  of  2018 
for their academic excellence. 

Hanson and Pattison each re-
ceived a Letter of Commenda-
tion for their exceptional aca-
demic promise and outstand-
ing potential. Both students are 
ranked in the Top 10 of the se-
nior class. 

• A dozen Como seniors in 
AP Government and Politics 
classes will be serving as Ram-
sey County Election Judges in 
the upcoming Nov. 7 election. 
The non-partisan service to 
the community is a wonderful 
opportunity to promote the 
democratic process and ensure 
fairness in the administration 
of elections. Students will be 
trained by Ramsey County of-
ficials and then work at their 
local precincts along with a 
team of judges.

• Como’s Theatre and Music 
Department will present the an-
nual fall musical in the Como 
Auditorium on Thursday and 
Friday, Nov. 9-10 at 7pm both 
nights.  This  year ’s  show is 
“Monte Cristo,” a modern ad-
aptation of the classic novel set 
in an English class’ film com-
petition during a school lock-
down. Tickets are $7 for adults, 
$5 for students, and can be pur-

chased at the door. 

• Construction of the new 
turf field inside the track was 
completed during the first week 
of October. The finished play-
ing surface was scheduled to be 
completed in August accord-
ing to project managers. While 
causing a space crunch and frus-
tration in the short term, the 
field does look beautiful, and 
there is hope of hosting a home 
football playoff game on the 
site in late October. 

Bleachers, press box, and a 
public address system are still 
needed. Funding, installation, 
and timing of those stadium 
features are still fluid. But the 
field surface itself will be dedi-
cated on Wed., Oct. 18 at 1pm 
with a ribbon-cutting ceremony 
featuring local officials, repre-
sentatives from the Minnesota 
Vikings, Como students and 
families. All community mem-
bers and alumni are cordially 
invited!

• Building additions located to 
the south of the west wing, to-
ward the railroad tracks, con-
tinue to progress. Excavation, 
footings and foundation work 
have been completed, and steel 
beams will be built up during 
October. The day to day oper-
ations of the school have been 
smooth and without disruption 
from the work. The majority 
of the loudest construction is 
scheduled for after the 2:15 dis-
missal from classes.

• A video produced by Como 
teacher and assistant football 
coach Nick Vruno earned 3rd 
place in the national “High 
School Equipment Makeover” 
contest, thanks to community 
support and voting. The initia-
tive organized by “Let’s Play” 
had corporate sponsors with 
prizes of $1,000 for the ten 
schools that garnered the most 
online votes. The Como com-
munity responded with great 
participation to earn a spot in 
the Top 10 out of what were 
originally hundreds of entries. 

A committee f rom Let ’s 
Play chose the winner from 
the ten finalists. While Como 
was not selected for the grand 
prize, the $1,000 in physical ed-
ucation equipment will benefit 
Como students, and the voting 
campaign inspired both staff 
and students as the community 
rallied around the effort. 

• Como Cougar cross country 
running star Florance Uwajen-
za, a senior, won the Roy Griak 
Invitational in the scorching af-
ternoon heat on Sat., Sept. 23 
at the Bolstad Golf Course on 
the U of M campus. Uwajenza 
was the champion of the Ma-
roon Division with over 400 
other high school runners. Her 
time of 12:03 in the 2-mile 
run earned the gold medal and 
brought pride to herself and all 
her Cougar teammates.

• Homecoming week events at 
Como were festive and fun with 
spirit days in school, a pep fest, 
coronation, and “Battle of the 
Classes” on Fri., Oct. 6. Satur-
day culminated with the foot-
ball game and a dance at the 
school. Special recognition and 
thanks go to the Como Park 
Booster Club for their support, 
fundraising, and labor.

ing cigarette papers or pipes, 
tobacco vending machines, as 
well as “electronic delivery” or 
e-cig products.

Anti - tobacco advocates, 
led by the Association for Non-
smokers (ANSR) and the Beau-
tiful Lie, Ugly Truth campaign 
have been lining up support 
for several weeks. The St. Paul 
School Board in June voted to 
support the restrictions. But 
tobacco companies and the 
stores that sell the products are 
fighting back, under the ban-
ner of the Enough is Enough 
St. Paul campaign. They con-
tend that the sales will sim-
ply go underground, opening 
an illegal market that could 
cr iminal ize  smokers.  Some 
store owners and employees 
dropped their keys on the po-
dium when addressing the City 
Council, saying the ban would 
force businesses to close and 
jobs to be lost.

Housing project moves ahead
Low-Income Housing Tax Cred-
its will be used to help provide 
housing for homeless youth in a 
new building project planned for 

University Ave. Project for Pride 
in Living and Ain Dah Yung are 
teaming up on the project at 771-
785 University Ave. The St. Paul 
City Council, acting as the Hous-
ing and Redevelopment Author-
ity, Board, approved the project 
and a second Selby Ave. project 
for the tax credits.

The project will provide 42 
affordable housing units for 
homeless and formerly home-
less youth, between 18 and 24 
years of age. The $11.4 million 
housing project is for low-in-
come young people. The city 
is allocating $465,012 in tax 
credits for the project. The Uni-
versity Ave. site is currently a 
house, with a large vacant lot 
to the west.

The second project fund-
ed is for two mixed-use senior 
housing buildings on Selby 
Ave.  That  projec t  i s  led  by 
the Rondo Community Land 
Trust.

Honors, Awards, Activities and Construction Progress 

Como senior Keleenah Yang will 
present her award-winning essay at 
the BestPrep Educational Forum on 
Oct. 24 at the St. Paul RiverCentre. 
(Photo provided)

Como teacher Kris Somerville will receive an award and speak at the 
Minnesota Council on Economic Education’s recognition event on Nov. 2. 
Somerville (3rd from left) is pictured here with former Como students at the 
U of M’s Gopher Business Camp. (Photo provided)

Monitor in a Minute
Continued from page 3

Unbought 
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www.elizabethdickinson.org
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Ten candidates file for St. Paul ranked-choice mayoral race 
By TESHA M. CHRISTENSEN

Instead of seeking a fourth 
term, St. Paul Mayor Chris Cole-
man has decided to run for gover-
nor. Ten candidates have filed for 
the mayoral race. The ranked-choice 
election is set for Nov. 7, 2017.

Sharon Anderson
sharon4mayor2018.blogspot.com

Sharon Anderson

Anderson ran unsuccessfully for 
the mayor’s office in 2005, 2009, 
and 2013. In the past, she has 
also sought the Ward 2 Council 
seat and ran as a Republican can-
didate for the office of Minnesota 
Attorney General and Minnesota 
Senate District 64. In fact, Ander-
son claims to have run for public 
office every year since 1970. 

If elected, Anderson would 
downsize all city departments, 
combine DSI with health, com-
bine sheriff and police, and elect 
the city attorney and police chief.

Melvin Carter
www.melvincarter.org
Carter formerly served as the Ward 
1 St. Paul Council Member, was Di-
rector of the Minnesota Office of 
Early Learning, and is currently Ex-
ecutive Director of Governor Day-
ton’s Minnesota Children’s Cabinet.

Carter lists his priorities as: 
lifelong learning and opportunity 
from pre-K to career to retirement; 

raising the minimum wage in St. 
Paul; creating new jobs by making 
it easier to start and grow local busi-
nesses; ensuring households of all 
sizes and ages can affordably rent or 
own a home; making sure everyone 
feels safe by ensuring police, fire-
fighters, and inspectors reflect and 
honor the diversity of St. Paul and 
have the resources they need to suc-
ceed; and making 21st century in-
frastructure and service investments 
that modernize and strengthen 
neighborhoods throughout the city.

Trahern Crews
www.facebook.com/CrewsforSaint-
Paul/

Trahern Crews

Crews is a former spokesperson 
for the St. Paul Green Party of the 
fourth congressional district, and 

former Community Liaison at 
Dayton’s Bluff Community Coun-
cil. He recently started a company 
called Original Man Farms that 
does urban farming and teach-
es urban youth how to grow food 
and sell it; is a nonviolent advocate 
consultant with Black Truce; and 
a community organizer with the 
Black Saint Paul.

Crews list his priorities for the 
city’s budget as: 1) Economic de-
velopment/jobs; 2) Public safety; 
3) Parks/Recreation/Library; 4) Eq-
uity; and 5) Environment. If elect-
ed, his top three priorities would 
be economic development, public 
safety and eliminating disparities.

Elizabeth A. Dickinson 
www.elizabethdickinson.org

Elizabeth Dickinson

Dickinson has been married for 
18 years to Christopher Childs, is 
a former national spokesperson for 
Greenpeace, and author of “The 
Spirit’s Terrain” (Beacon Press, 
1998). She has lived on the West 
Side of St. Paul for 18 years. In her 
spare time, Dickinson enjoys gar-
dening, writing, and yoga. 

If elected mayor, Dickinson 
would increase transparency and 
community engagement at every 
level of city government. “We need 
to leverage our existing talent and 
nurture new leadership from all 
our local communities, including 

from women and communities of 
color,” she said. “In the St. Paul city 
government I envision, everyone 
has a seat at the table. ... The way to 
achieve that is to make sure every-
one is welcome, that everyone has 
a voice, and that everyone’s voices, 
hearts, and opinions are respected 
and listened to.”

Tom Goldstein
www.tomforsaintpaul.com

Tom Goldstein

Goldstein is a long-time advocate 
for neighborhoods, a lawyer, busi-
nessman, and former school board 
member. Goldstein has lived in St. 
Paul since 1984 and has owned 
a home in the Hamline Midway 
neighborhood since 2004. 

That same year, Goldstein 
made the transition from business-
man to community organizer and 
advocate, including positions work-
ing on affordable housing for the 
Minnesota Housing Partnership, 
volunteer coordinator and staff 
attorney for the Minnesota Justice 
Foundation, committee adminis-
trator at the Minnesota State Senate, 
and union representative and con-
sultant for SEIU Healthcare Min-
nesota.

If elected, he would make job 
creation and attracting cutting-edge 
businesses to St. Paul his number 
one priority. He would also use his 
business background to help trans-
form City Hall into a customer-ser-
vice-oriented institution and de-
mand complete transparency of de-
partmental budgets and contracts.

Pat Harris
www.patharrisformayor.com

Harris has lived in St. Paul for his 
entire life, as have four generations 
of his family. He is currently Se-
nior Vice President at BMO Harris 
Bank with state-wide responsibili-
ty for government banking. He has 
worked in finance for over 16 years 
and holds membership in many 
professional public finance organi-
zations. Harris served on the Saint 
Paul City Council for 12 years. 

His priorities include: public 
safety for all; creating jobs and pro-
moting economic growth; public 
education that serves all students; 
providing libraries, parks, public 
safety, and other basic services to 
every one of its community mem-
bers without overburdening its cit-
izens with excessive taxes; equity 
and opportunity; and enhancing 
parks and libraries.

Chris Holbrook
www.lowertaxeschris.wordpress.com

Holbrook is an 18-year St. Paul 

Melvin Carter

Pat Harris

Chris Holbrook

Continued on page 10
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Dancers took to the floor while the 
Cuban band Tres Mundos played. 
Tres Mundos, which means Three 
Worlds, is made up of flutist/saxo-
phonist Doug Little, pianist/vocalist 
Viviana Pintabo, and percussionist 
Eliezer Freites-Santos.

Fifth grader Elias Sikorski.

You can’t dampen the spirit of the Hamline Elementary Fall Festival
Photos by MARGIE O’LOUGHLIN

The fourth annual Hamline Elementary Fall Festival was held indoors on Sat., Oct 7 due to stormy weather. But, spirits still ran high! A part-
nership between Hamline Elementary, Hamline Midway Coalition, and the Hancock Recreation Center, this free, family-friendly event was a 
chance to build community and goodwill in and around the Hamline Midway neighborhood. The fund raiser also supports the Hamline Mid-
way Parent Teacher Association, and art education at the school. Funds were raised through event sponsorship, a silent auction, vendor table 
fees, and individual donations.

Ronnie Walker (left) learned a little drum technique from West Bank 
School of Music Director David DeGennaro. 

Parent Nura Ahmed prepared to bag 
up a few of her Sudanese pastries 
called fatyre. She also served hibis-
cus ice tea, and a sprouted sorghum 
beverage called abreh. Son Abel 
stood to her left. 

Parent Stephen Kellert spent the afternoon selling old fashioned, home made 
baked goods.

Photo left: Caroline Hilk (left) and 
Kyra Engen of the Hamline Midway 
Public Art Working Group. More 
murals are coming to the Snelling 
Avenue corridor, as neighbors con-
tinue to express interest in increas-
ing public art in the neighborhood.

Photo right: Bei Ruetten has her 
own small business called, “Be Part 
of History.” She specializes in play-
ing two costumed characters, and 
is available to come to girls’ parties 
to talk about history and period art 
activities. 
 

Artist Yuyu Negishi (right) worked on the fence weaving project with two 
students. The idea was to take the chain link fence that runs along Snelling 
Ave. and turn it into something vibrant, reflecting the energy of the school 
and rec center nearby. 

Continued on page 9
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The St. Paul Chiropractic and Natural Medicine Center offered free chair 
massage.

Students of the Center for Irish Music (located at Celtic Junction) per-
formed traditional Irish tunes on a variety of instruments. 

Mortgage specialist Gigi Yau has 
l ived in the Hamline-Midway 
neighborhood for more than 30 
years. She said, “I help people buy 
homes. I do loans for everybody; I 
think of everybody as my neighbor.”

Photo above: Free play at the enor-
mous LEGO table.

Horses from the St. Paul Mounted Police Unit greeted kids and parents.

Hamline Elementary Fall Festival
Continued from page 8
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Six running for three open at-large school board seats
By TESHA M. CHRISTENSEN

In the St. Paul School Board 
race, two incumbents face four 
newcomers. There are three at-
large seats available. 

The Saint Paul school board 
consists of seven members elect-
ed to four-year terms. Elections 
are held at large on a staggered 
basis so that three or four seats 
are up for election every Novem-
ber of odd-numbered years.

Luke Bellville
www.lukeslegal.yolasite.com
Bellville is an attorney in St. Paul. 
He earned his bachelor’s degree 
from the University of Minne-
sota in philosophy in 2006, and 
his doctor of law (J.D.) from 
the University of North Dakota 
School of Law in 2011.

John Brodrick
brodrick4kids.blogspot.com

Broderick is a lifelong Frogtown 
resident. He worked as a teacher 
and coach for 16 years. Broderick 
has been endorsed by the St. Paul 
Federation of Teachers, Teamsters 
Joint Council 32 and the DFL.

“Saint Paul Public Schools 
should always be, and have striv-
en to be, friendly and welcoming 
places,” said Broderick. “Learning 
occurs best in an environment 
that is respectful and safe. As 
our city has been a destination 
for many individuals, I am proud 
that our schools have responded 
to the opportunity to make new 
connections, and have been suc-
cessful enough that people have 
chosen to stay and to reunite 
other family members.

“All of us, in Saint Paul and 
in our schools, have benefit-
ed from Saint Paul’s immigrant 
community and tradition. Even 
those of us who are a genera-
tion or two removed from our 
own immigrant experience smile 
when we see graduation cere-
monies, cultural events and hear 
proud parents and grandparents 

tell stories about their kid’s suc-
cesses.”

Greg Copeland
gregcopeland911.wordpress.com

Greg Copeland

Copeland has lived in the Cook/
Payne Ave. neighborhood since 
1992. The 60-year-old widower 
was the primary caregiver for his 
wife, Betty, for 16 years following 
a traumatic brain injury.

His first job after college 
was as a newspaper reporter cov-
ering public schools. Copeland 
has also been a contract compli-
ance officer for community col-
lege-based job training program 
and a recruiter for a private in-
dustry-public partnership on-the-
job training program. He former-
ly served as city manager of Ma-
plewood, then Minnesota’s 18th 
largest city with a population of 
36,000, over two budget cycles. 
He formerly chaired the Saint 
Paul Charter Commission, was 
vice chair of the Saint Paul Cap-
ital Improvement Bond (CIB), 
and chair of the Payne-Phalen 
District Council.

If elected, Copeland would 
reform the school board election 
process to ensure the east side 
and the west side have adequate 
representation. He would also 
initiate complete televising of all 
board meetings from beginning 
to end. 

Jeannie Foster
www.jeanniefosterforkids.com

Jeannie Foster

Foster is a lifelong resident of St. 
Paul who had her first child at 
age 16 and then raised two kids 
alone through a cycle of abuse. 
“I want to challenge the notion 
that poor kids with many barriers 
can’t make it,” said Foster.

Foster is a Saint Paul Public 
Schools graduate, attending Han-
cock Elementary, Highland Park 
Junior, and Highland Park High 
School. 

She has worked for 25 years 
in early childhood education, 
spending 18 years at the Wild-
er Child Development Center. 
In 2015, Foster was recruited by 
Community Action of Ramsey & 
Washington County to manage 
Family Services, where she is fo-
cused on producing outcomes in 
core Head Start priorities includ-
ing family support, child devel-
opment, education and parent 
involvement.

Foster would bring staff to-
gether and improve relationships 
with the administration; keep 
children and equity at the center 
of decision-making and help the 
system to be more responsive; 
and increase parent and family 
engagement so kids and families 
can better navigate the system to 
find success.

Andrea Touhey
Facebook: TouheyforSchoolBoard

Touhey is an education consul-
tant and former teacher, who 
also lists policy maker, program 
designer and evaluator, instruc-
tional coach, educational re-
searcher and data scientist under 
her qualifications.

If elected, she would survey 
student regularly about their ex-
perience within the district; ask 
teachers for regular input into 
the direction of the district; and 
engage parents through regular 
surveys.

She also supports build-
ing a career pathway for Edu-
cational Assistants to become 
teachers ;  ensuring students 
have preparation for,  access 
to, and encouragement to pur-
sue AP/IB courses; having stu-
dents’ learning experiences be 
relevant to them; providing 
the structure for students to 
explore their interests through 
the AVID program; adopting a 
framework for technology in-
tegration that is focused on 
using technology to ampli-
fy and transform the learning 
experience; having a majority 
of teachers be National Board 
Certified; and protecting the 
learning environment of un-
documented immigrants.

Marny Xiong
stpauldfl.wordpress.com/2017-en-
dorsements/marny-xiong/

Marny Xiong

Xiong was  born and raised 
in the heart of St. Paul in the 
Frogtown neighborhood. Her 
parents  were  re fugees  who 
immigrated to the U.S. from 
war-torn Laos, and they taught 
her that, to succeed in the U.S. 
and reach her highest  aspi-
rations, she needed to finish 
her education. She earned her 
bachelor’s degree in political 
science and African and Afri-
can American studies from the 
University of Minnesota, Du-
luth. 

X iong has  been a  com-
munity organizer for over ten 
years and worked on various 
campaigns to fight for racial 
and economic justice. Her ex-
perience includes the Vote No 
Campaign, Take Action Minne-
sota, SEIU Local 113 and serv-
ing on various boards, such as 
the Payne-Phalen Neighbor-
hood. 

“I am committed to col-
laborating with students, par-
ents, unions, educators, and 
stakeholders to ensure equi-
ty for all students, increased 
enrol lment ,  and educat ion 
achievement for college suc-
cess,” said Xiong.

resident who has lived in the 
Midway and Frogtown neigh-
borhoods. He has an associate 
degree in architecture and has 
spent his career in the wholesale 
building products industry. He 
has been politically active for sev-
eral years as a member of the Lib-
ertarian Party of Minnesota and 
was elected as Chair of the Party 
in 2017.

He labels himself social-
ly liberal and fiscally conserva-
tive. “I am running for Mayor of 
Saint Paul to lower taxes. This 
will grow the city and make 
it more livable. This will create 
jobs and let workers have more 
money. This creates more afford-
able housing and transit options. 
We begin by putting a stop to the 

mismanagement of your hard 
earned money. Saint Paul has 
been wastefully overspending on 
frivolous projects instead of basic 
services. ... I commit to an audit 
and cost-benefit analysis of every 
regulation, department, program, 
and proposal with a simple ba-
rometer. If it lowers your proper-
ty tax, I will support it. If it raises 
your property tax I will oppose 
it,” said Holbrook.

Tim Holden
holden4mayor.com
Holden has lived in West Saint 
Paul for most of his life. He owns 
a business along University Ave. 
and decided to run for mayor 
after attending meetings about 
the Central Corridor and not see-
ing any changes occur to the plan 
following public comment.

Public and street safety are 
his number one priorities. Hold-

en believes in collaborative deci-
sion-making as opposed to top-
down management; community 
policing; collaborating with the 
school district, other educational 
entities, and businesses to ensure 
educational fairness for all; and 
making sure every dollar spent 
enhances the vitality of the city.

Dai Thao
www.daithao.org

An immigrant  and  a  r e fu -
gee who grew up in poverty, 
Dai lives in Frogtown. He was 
first elected to serve as Ward 1 
council member in 2013. Dai 
began as a community organiz-

er because he “believes the gov-
ernment is for the people by all 
the people, not just the elites.”

He said, “We can’t  keep 
taxing the hard-working peo-
ple of St. Paul to solve waste-
ful spending. Our city needs a 
bold direction that will tackle 
the racial disparities gap that is 
crippling our economy, make 
sure that our city services oper-
ate equitably across all neigh-
borhoods, and assure that res-
idents are invested in because 
they are the infrastructure of 
our community and economy.”

Barnabas Joshua Y’shua
No web site
Y’shua, a homeless man who 
has resided at the Union Gos-
pel Mission for the past two 
and a half years, has no politi-
cal platform other than helping 
others.

Mayor’s Race
Continued from page 7

Dai Thao

Tim Holden

John Brodrick

Andrea Tauhey
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Send us your news! When you submit your press release it will be considered for the next print edition of the Monitor.  

You can also go to our website, MonitorSaintPaul.com and enter your information in the online Event Calendar.

In Our Community
Monitor

Interact Art Crawl 
set Oct. 14-15
Join Interact Visual Arts Depart-
ment Oct. 14-15, 12-5pm each 
day, for the Saint Paul Art Crawl 
featuring works from every art-
ist in their studio. This fami-
ly-friendly event includes make 
and take activities, 20 percent 
off all original artwork, and free 
parking. Interact is located at 
1860 W. Minnehaha Ave.

In addition to the art and 
activities, on Saturday there will 
be music by Exotik a GoGo and 
food by Samurai Teppanyaki. On 
Sunday, enjoy music by Sheridan 
Zuther and ice cream and snacks 
by Funky Town Truck.

Vintage gets sold to 
New York investor
According to the Pioneer Press, The 
Vintage on Selby development, at 
Selby and Snelling, has been sold 
to a New York investor, an affili-
ate of Zurich North America, for 
$87 million. Previously owned 
by The Excelsior Group and Ryan 
Companies (who developed 
the project a few years ago), the 
building houses Whole Foods on 
the street level and 210 apart-
ments above the retail. The build-
ing features a rooftop terrace, 
yoga and fitness rooms, and 495 
underground parking stalls.

New pastor starts at 
Jehovah this month
Jehovah Lutheran Church wel-
comes a new pastor as of Oct. 15. 
The Rev. Lucas Witt, who contin-
ues as pastor at St. Peter Evangel-
ical Lutheran in St. Paul, will also 
serve Jehovah Lutheran begin-
ning on that date. Worship time 
at Jehovah Lutheran changes to 
10:15am Sundays, with Sunday 
school at 9:30am.

The  two  congrega t ions 
agreed to a six-month pilot of the 
sharing arrangement. Pastor Witt 
has been at St. Peters Lutheran 
since 2014, the year he graduated 
from Concordia Seminary in St. 
Louis.

Before attending seminary, 
he lived in Baltimore and worked 
in technology and security with 
the Department of Defense. He 
and his wife Sylvia have two chil-
dren, Nazareth and Lilac.

Holiday Marketplace 
scheduled Nov. 4
Start your holiday shopping, get 
some tasty baked goods, and 
enjoy a soup and dessert lunch 
9am-3pm, Sat., Nov. 4 at the 
Hamline Church Holiday Mar-
ketplace, 1514 Englewood Ave. 
Use the alley entrance. Ample ve-
hicle and bike parking. 

Free admission, but bring 
a nonperishable item for the 

Keystone Community Services 
Food Shelf if you wish. Come 
and shop local crafters, artists, 
and vendors. Vintage prints and 
goods, cards, pottery, jewelry, 
handmade wooden utensils, toys, 
knitting, crochet, embroidery, 
jams and jellies, Tupperware, 
Scentsy, Norwex, books, Mary 
Kay, essential oils, henna tattoos, 
and much more will be available. 
Get a free massage! 

Take a picture with Santa 
and tell him your wishes between 
10:30-11:30am. 

St. Columba Women will 
serve lunch starting at 10:30am. 
Bring a to-go container for soup 
if you wish. 

A full vendor list is on the 
church website and the event 
page on Facebook.

NAMI holds partner 
support group
NAMI Minnesota (National 
Alliance on Mental Illness) spon-
sors a support group specifically 
for partners or spouses of some-
one who lives with a mental ill-
ness. The Partners & Spouses sup-
port group meets on the 2nd and 
4th Tuesday of each month at 
6:30pm, at Falcon Heights United 
Church of Christ, 1795 Holton 
St. (Holton and Garden). For 
more information, call Melissa 
at 651-354-0825 or Sara at 763-
350-6502.

Classical music  
concert series starts
One special feature of the Ham-
line Church 2017-18 Music and 
Arts Series is a concert by ac-
claimed jazz pianist Laura Cavi-
ani, at 7pm, Sat., Nov. 18 at the 
church, 1514 Englewood Ave. A 
free-will offering will be taken.

Caviani has recorded and 
performed for more than 15 
years. She has garnered outstand-
ing reviews over the years, with 
her music described as “stun-
ningly fresh” and having “as 
much spunk as serenity.” She has 
recorded with Twin Cities vocal 
jazz greats and has studied music 
around the globe. Caviani has 
also performed with 2002 Gram-
my nominee Karrrin Allyson.

At the church, she’ll perform 
original works, monk, and songs 
of the season. 

The concert is one of many 
to be offered over the next sever-
al months. The series starts with 
the JugendKonzertchor, at 7pm, 

Mon., Oct. 23. That features cho-
ral music from Germany, Scandi-
navia, America and beyond.

Most concerts are free will 
offering. A few are ticketed 
events. The church is accessible 
to people with disabilities and 
offers ample parking and bike 
racks. 

Check the church website for 
a full schedule, at www.hamline-
church.org.

‘Revolt’ on stage 
through Oct. 22
Frank Theater is staging “Re-
volt” by Alice Birch Thurs.-Sun., 
through Oct. 22.

Frank is at Gremlin The-
atre’s new space at 550 Vandalia 
St., right next to Lake Monster 
Brewing, who conveniently offers 
a food truck in the parking lot 
every night. Performances are at 
8pm Thur., Fri., and Sat. night, 
and 2pm on Sun.

A sensation when it was 
staged last season at Soho Rep in 
New York City, “Revolt. She Said. 
Revolt Again” is described as a 
“short, sharp shock of a play,” 
from Britain’s sassiest young fem-
inist playwright. Given that the 
play begins with the directive 
“this play should not be well-be-
haved,” it’s no surprise that it’s 
fallen into the hands of Frank. 
“Revolt” explores how language, 
attitude, and behaviors have 
acted to confine women’s roles, 
sexuality, bodies, and the ways 
we function in the world. It is 
a call-to-arms to examine how 
women are contained in the 
world by forces that we almost 
fail to recognize. 

AND it’s funny. Yes, feminist 
AND funny, despite what THEY 
say....

“Revolt” is performed by a 
cast composed of Charla Marie 
Bailey, Joy Dolo, Jane Froiland 
Emily Grodzik, Grant Henderson, 
and Gabriel Murphy, with cos-
tumes by Kathy Kohl, lighting 
by Mike Wangen, sound by Dan 
Dukich, and props by Kellie 
Larson. 

Sauerkraut Supper 
scheduled Oct. 28
The Men’s Club at St. Stephanus 
Lutheran Church will serve their 
annual Sauerkraut Supper on Sat., 
Oct. 28, 5-7pm at the church, 739 
Lafond. Tickets are $10 for adults, 
$5 for children (5-12), with chil-
dren under 12 free. The supper 
includes pork loin, mashed pota-
toes, green beans, bakery bread, 
and dessert served family style. 
This is a traditional dinner served 
for over 50 years!

Women’s Bible  
study continues
A women’s Bible study meets al-
ternate Wednesdays at 6:30pm in 

the lounge at Jehovah Lutheran 
Church, 1566 Thomas Ave.

The current subject is the 
book “Finding I AM” by Lysa Ter-
Keurst, based on the seven “I am” 
statements by Jesus in the Gos-
pel of John. TerKeurst describes 
Jesus’ healing for “the deep cry 
of your heart” and “ache in your 
soul that keeps you up at night,” 
according to promotional mate-
rial.

Remaining class dates are 
Oct. 18, Nov. 1, 15, 29, and Dec. 
13. Refreshments are provided. 
The sessions are free. All are wel-
come. 

Also, a free church supper is 
served at the church beginning at 
5:30pm.

Do-si-do to the Barn 
Dance on Oct. 27
Children and families, and any-
one else who likes to dance, are 
invited to a Halloween Barn 
Dance and Family Game Night 
at Hamline Church United Meth-
odist, 1514 Englewood Ave. Enter 
through the alley door. Dance is 
6:30-8:30pm, Fri., Oct. 27. Free 
will offering will be taken for the 
dance and refreshments. 

Dance with a band and call-
er, who guides dancers through 
fun and easy steps. Or play board 
games, bean bag toss, and Twist-
er. Wear a Halloween costume if 
you wish. 

Volunteers welcomed, and 
you don’t have to be a church 
member to help out. This event 
is possible through a generous 

donation from Midway Men’s 
Club. Questions? Contact ham-
linewomen@gmail.com.

Loyola Center to 
offer workshops
The Loyola Spirituality Center 
(LSC), 389 Oxford St. N., is offer-
ing several upcoming workshops. 
For more information contact 
LSC at 651-641-0008, or email 
info@loyolaspiritualitycenter.
org.

An Enneagram Basics Work-
shop is planned for Sat., Oct. 21, 
9am-3pm. Cost is $90. 

The Enneagram is a system 
of thought which combines psy-
chology and spirituality for per-
sonal transformation. The Ennea-
gram points directly to unhealthy 
and destructive life responses 
while providing ways of changing 
thinking and behaving to achieve 
better balance. Studying the En-
neagram leads to the understand-
ing and acceptance of others, and 
improved relationships with fam-
ily, friends, and co-workers. This 
workshop is led by Spiritual Di-
rector Kay Vander Vort.

On Sat., Oct. 28, they will 
offer “Spirituality in the Second 
Half of Life.” According to LSC, 
“second half of life spirituali-
ty reflects upon who we are and 
who God created us to be. In the 
second half of life our purpose 
shifts - and now we get to explore 
how the second half can bring 
us joy and fullness.” This work-
shop is led by Spiritual Directors 

Correction:
In the September Monitor ar-
ticle on author William Kent 
Krueger, an upcoming com-
panion novel for “Ordinary 
Grace” that he is writing was 
listed as “Tender Mercies.” 
The title of that novel is “This 
Tender Land.” We apologize 
for the error.

Hausman receives environmental award
State Rep. Alice Hausman has received the Minnesota Center for 
Environmental Advocacy’s (MCEA) Paddling Upstream Award. 
The award recognizes efforts to protect Minnesota’s environment 
and celebrate MCEA’s beginnings.

The award “recognizes Hausman’s many actions during the 
2016 and 2017 sessions to protest legislation and agency actions 
that would weaken our key environmental laws.” The nomina-
tion continues to praise Rep. Hausman for her “commitment to 
challenging the unwise PolyMet mining project.” MCEA also rec-
ognized Rep. Hausman’s efforts to secure adequate transit project 
funding to benefit the state and its increasingly mobile popula-
tion. 

Hausman represents Roseville, St. Paul, Falcon Heights, and 
Lauderdale at the Capitol.

Continued on page 12

Minnesota Rep. Alice Hausman receiving MCEA award.



Page 12 October 2017  •  Monitor  •  www.MonitorSaintPaul.com 

Barbara Leonard and Rev. Karen 
Treat. Cost is $45.

Sat., Nov. 11, 1-3pm, LSC 
will present “What Should You 
Do? Start from Within!” This 
workshop is for emerging adults 
(roughly 17-23 years of age) who 
would appreciate learning ways of 
connecting to their inner wisdom 
and growing in self-awareness as 
they begin the search for their 
sacred purpose. Led by Spiritual 
Director Carolyn Kolovitz. Cost 
is $30.

Adult Day Care open 
at Jehovah Lutheran
Unity Adult Day Care Center LLC 
is now open at Jehovah Lutheran 
Church (1566 Thomas Ave.) to 
care for adults with a documented 
disability or assessed need for 
daytime supervision. The center, 
licensed to care for up to 49 
individuals, occupies space in 
the church building’s education 
wing. Information is available 
by calling Unity Adult Day Care 
at 651-237-5055 or www.unity-
adultdaycare.com.

Come for the bazaar 
—stay for dinner! 
Como Park Lutheran Church, 
1376 Hoyt Ave. W., has sched-
uled its Fall Bazaar from 9am to 
4pm on Sat., Oct. 14. Look for 
lefse, baked goods, pickles, dill 
beans, beets, jams, jellies, em-
broidered dish towels made by 
the Como Park Ladies, and craft 
tables with jewelry, hand-knit 
and quilted items, soaps, holi-
day decorations, and much more. 
The Coffee shop will be open 
from 9am to 2pm, serving coffee, 
tea, and baked treats. 

The Block Nurse Fundraising 
Meatloaf Dinner, including meat-
loaf, mashed potatoes, vegetable, 
roll, salad, dessert, and beverage 
are on the menu. Tickets are $9 
for adults and $4.50 for children 
11 and up. Dinner is from 4:30-
6:30pm.

News from Hamline 
Midway Elders
Defensive Driving  –Midway 
Elders (HME) will offer a free 
4-hour refresher driving class on 
Wed., Oct. 18, 1-5pm, at Ham-
line Church United Method-
ist, 1514 Englewood Ave. Tim 
Walstrom of State Farm Insur-
ance is volunteering to teach this 
class. Older adult participants 
should have previously taken 
the initial 8-hour class, and need 
the 4-hour refresher every three 
years. Certificates will be provid-
ed, which should help partici-
pants get or maintain a discount 
on their auto insurance premi-
ums. Registration is required for 
this class so we can make sure we 
have enough materials for each 
class participant. Contact Tom 
Fitzpatrick at Hamline Midway 
Elders, 651-209-6542, or email 
tom@hmelders.org.

Tai Chi Classes – Kathy 
Carlson, an experienced Tai Chi 
instructor, leads these free class-
es on Mondays, 11am-noon, at 
Hamline Church United Meth-
odist. Individuals with or with-
out Tai Chi class experience are 
encouraged to attend.

Knitting Group – A weekly 
knitting group meets Mondays, 
1-3pm, at Hamline Church. HME 
provides the yarn and needles 
along with some light snacks. 
The participants work on proj-
ects, such as making shawls to 
be donated to a local hospice or 
blankets for a child care center. 
But it has also become a nice 
social gathering for a group of 
10-12 elders. New participants 
are welcome.

Exercise Classes  – Joni 
O’Con nell utilizes her unique 
Irish sense of humor to create a 
welcoming and motivating atmo-
sphere. New attendees are always 
welcome for these free classes on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 2-3pm 
at Hamline Church.

Reading Buddy – HME’s 
partnership with Hamline El-
ementary School and the Read-
ing Buddy Program was very 
successful in the past. The third-
grade students enjoyed reading 
to neighborhood elders, and the 
older adults loved the interaction 
with the children. So we’re ex-
panding the program this school 
year to twice per month. We in-
vite elders to be a Reading Buddy 
at Hamline Elementary School 
on the first and third Wednes-
days of each month from 10:45 
to 11:30am. No experience need-
ed, just a desire to interact with 
students. 

Jody’s Documentary Film Se-
ries – POV film “The Grownups” 
will be shown Wed., Oct. 25, 
1pm, at Hamline Midway Li-
brary, 1558 W. Minnehaha Ave. 
“The Grownups” focuses on mid-
dle-aged friends with Down Syn-
drome longing for more fulfilling 
lives in Chile. No registration is 
necessary for this last Wednesday 
of the month film series—just 
enjoy the documentary, some 
snacks and a lively discussion led 
by Jody Huber after the film.

For more information on any 
of the above items, contact Tom 
Fitzpatrick at Hamline Midway 
Elders at 651-209-6542 or tom@
hmelders.org.

Jehovah schedules 
Wednesday suppers
Jehovah Lutheran Church, 1566 
Thomas, holds Wednesday night 
fellowship meals from 5:30-
6:30pm on Oct. 18 and 25; and 
Nov. 1, 8 and 15. Dinners are 
free and open to all. A free-will 
offering is welcome. Information 
is available by calling the church 
at 651-644-1421. The church 
entrance is handicapped access-
ible.

Merriam Park Library 
schedules events
Merriam Park Library, 1831 Mar-
shall Ave, has scheduled the fol-
lowing events of note:

Fami ly  S tory t imes  a re 
planned on Fridays 10:30-11am. 
You can spend time sharing sto-
ries, songs, and rhymes with your 
child while building a founda-
tion for reading success. Pre-
schoolers, toddlers, and babies 
are welcome.

Open Lab for Writers is held 
on Thursdays, 10:30-noon. There 
is no instructor. The lab is an 
opportunity to meet, discuss, or 
work on whatever you’re writing. 
All styles are welcome. 

Tablet/Smartphone Help 
Clinics  are held Thursdays, 
10:30am-12:30pm and Saturdays 
from 11:30am-12:30pm. The 

clinics are for ALL tablets and 
smartphones. Bring your ques-
tions, problems, and concerns. 
If we can’t answer the question, 
we’ll find resources or organiza-
tions that can! No registration 
required. 

Merriam Park Book Club 
will meet Mon., Oct. 23, 6:30-
7:30pm to discuss “Bel Canto” by 
Ann Patchett.

Known by Heart Poetry 
Workshop will be held Wednes-
days, Oct. 18 and 25, 1-3pm. 
These workshop is free. Stop in 
or call 651-642-0385 to register 
(required). Bring whatever you 
are comfortable writing with—
journal, notebook, laptop. On 
Oct. 18 the topic is “Haiku and 
Other Short Poems,” to learn 
about and play around with 
short poetry forms. See how 
much we can say with just a few 
words. On Oct. 25, “Meet Your 
Muse: Staying Inspired to Write.” 
Sample ways you can use on your 
own to jump-start your writing—
responding to poems, everyday 
objects and more.

 

Co-ed Drum Circle 
scheduled Oct. 27
The Women’s Drum Center, 2242 
University Ave. W., will present 
a Co-ed Drum Circle on Fri., 
Oct. 27, at 6:30pm. Percussion, 
rhythm, and freedom of expres-
sion will be explored. The cost is 
$10 at the door, and all experience 
levels are welcome. Drums are 
provided. Info and registration 
can be found at www.womens-
drumcenter.org.

Refugees need  
clothing, misc. items
Jehovah Lutheran Church is gath-
ering clothing, cleaning supplies, 
personal grooming items, bed-
ding, dishes and small appliances 
for Congolese refugees arriving in 
the Twin Cities.

The ingathering is for the 
Center for Employment and Ed-
ucation Development Services 
(CEEDS), which maintains an of-
fice at the church and works with 
refugees from the African nation 
troubled by years of civil war.

Donated items can be left 
at the church’s Donation Center, 
indoors to the left of the entry 
at 1566 Thomas Ave. Call the 
church at 651-644-1421 to set up 
a drop-off time. 

CEEDS also accepts mon-
etary donations. Checks can be 
made out to CEEDS and left at 
the church office or mailed to 
the church, 1566 Thomas, St. 
Paul MM 55104. Contacts include 
Pastor Justin Byakweli, 651-230-
8957, justin.byakweli@ceedsusa.
org; or Shirley Dorow, dorow@
csp.edu.

Keystone schedules 
senior events
The Keystone Senior Center, lo-
cated at the Merriam Park Com-
munity Center, 2000 St. Anthony 
Ave., offers a variety of programs 
for seniors in the community. 
Here are a few ongoing events 
along with some others starting 
soon. Unless otherwise noted, 
these programs meet at the Mer-
riam Park Community Center. 
Call 651-645-7424 for more in-
formation.

Health Insurance Coun-
seling – Oct. 19, 10am to noon. 

Pre-registration required. Call 
651-645-7424 for a one-hour ap-
pointment. No cost.

Speaker: Downsizing Made 
Easy – Mon., Oct. 16, from 
11:15am to noon. A great way to 
make plans, set goals and make 
a schedule. Learn where to do-
nate, recycle, and sell your items. 
Presented by Stephen Laliberte 
from Sort Toss Pack. No cost, but 
please call 651-645-7424 to re-
serve your place. 

Halloween Party – Tues., 
Oct. 31, 12:15-1:45pm. Enjoy 
a lunch of spaghetti, meatballs, 
salad, bread, and Halloween des-
sert. There will be prizes and fun. 
Costumes welcome! Cost is $8. 
Sign up at 651-645-7424.

Mexican Train Dominoes 

– Come and play with friends. 
Great place to learn the game 
if it’s new to you! Second and 
fourth Tuesdays of each month 
from 1 to 2:30 pm.

Arthritis Exercise – Tuesdays 
and Thursdays, 11am to noon. 
Helps with pain and stiffness and 
increases flexibility. $1 per class. 
Call 651-645-7424 for informa-
tion.

Meals on Wheels – Fresh, 
hot, cold, or frozen meals are 
available on a daily basis. Cost 
determined on a sliding fee scale. 
Available to all who need nutri-
tious food in their lives. For more 
information or to sign up call 
651-298-5493.

In Our Community
Continued from page 11

Lyngblomsten’s Heinecke named 2017 
recipient of 50 for the Next 50 award 
Lyngblomsten President and CEO Jeff Heinecke has been named 
a recipient of LeadingAge Minnesota’s 50 for the Next 50 award. 
The award honors leaders who pursue innovation and advance ex-
cellence in aging services, make forward-looking changes in their 
organization, serve as motivational leaders and mentors and em-
power Minnesotans to age well and live fully. 

“Jeff is committed to excellence in all things, most especially 
the quality of life for older adults and their families as well as 
career development opportunities for those in the senior care in-
dustry,” Lyngblomsten staff wrote in Heinecke’s nomination letter. 
“He encourages the innovative spirit of employees, volunteers, 
residents, and families by listening to their ideas for enhancing 
existing services and for exploring new ones.” 

Heinecke was among 50 individuals chosen to receive the 
award from LeadingAge Minnesota, which sought to recognize 
professionals for their role in transforming and enhancing the 
experience of aging as part of the association’s 50th anniversary. 
LeadingAge Minnesota announced 50 for the Next 50 winners on 
Sept. 20 at its annual meeting. 

“50 for the Next 50 are pioneers, challenging the status quo to 
transform and enhance the experience of aging,” LeadingAge Min-
nesota President and CEO Gayle Kvenvold said. “These leaders are 
making forward-looking innovations in service delivery, elevating 
the profession of caregiving and best preparing Minnesota for the 
future needs of its aging population. We are energized by what lies 
ahead with the mix of these experienced and next-generation lead-
ers at the helm.” 

During his time at Lyngblomsten, Heinecke has been instru-
mental in driving several initiatives, including the development 
of eMenuCHOICE, a software tool that allows residents more 
freedom in choosing their meals, and the launch of 2nd Half with 
Lyngblomsten, a life enrichment center offering numerous com-
munity programs, events, and services. 

Heinecke has served as President & CEO of Lyngblomsten 
since fall of 2013, his latest position in a 20-year career in older 
adult services. He served as Administrator of the Lyngblomsten 
Care Center from 2005 to 2013. Before arriving at Lyngblomsten, 
Heinecke worked for the Good Samaritan Society. 

Heinecke serves on the CareChoice Board of Directors and 
the Board of Directors for LeadingAge Minnesota Solutions. He 
has also served on other committees with LeadingAge Minneso-
ta. As part of his involvement with the University of Minnesota, 
Heinecke recently participated in a task force seeking to shape the 
future of the school’s long-term care administrators program and 
also mentors students seeking licensure. 

LeadingAge Minnesota is the state’s largest association of or-
ganizations serving older adults through efforts to transform and 
enhance the experience of aging. Together with more than 50,000 
caregivers, LeadingAge Minnesota members provide quality ser-
vices and supports to nearly 70,000 older adults every day in in-
dependent senior housing, assisted living communities, in-home 
care, adult day services and skilled nursing facilities. 

Jeff Heinecke, President and CEO of Lyngblomsten

Continued on page 13
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St. Paul Police  
want your input
Officers with the Saint Paul Po-
lice Department initiate and 
respond to more than 250,000 
calls for service a year—and the 
department wants to hear about 
the experiences of the people it 
serves. 

To better serve and partner 
with the community, the depart-
ment has launched a survey de-
signed to collect insight on what 
the department is doing well, 
what can be improved and what 
concerns people have about their 
day-to-day interactions with of-
ficers. 

“Maintaining community 
trust is the cornerstone of every-
thing we do,” said Chief Todd 
Axtell. “Our officers and civilian 
employees work incredibly hard 
to deliver trusted service with 
respect, but we can’t rest on our 
laurels. We need to know what’s 
working and what’s not so we 
can build upon our successes and 
address our challenges.”

The six-question survey is 
available online, via mobile de-
vices, anywhere someone has in-
ternet access and at online kiosks 
and in paper form at all three of 
the department’s district offices. 
It can be translated into differ-
ent languages by clicking on the 
“Translate” button at the bottom 
of the website. 

It asks participants to rate 
employee respectfulness, knowl-

edge, communication and overall 
experiences and perceptions of 
the department. Participants also 
have the opportunity to share de-
tails about their interaction with 
the department. 

Results will be sent to de-
partment leaders, shared with 
individual employees and used 
to identify trends and individual 
interactions that need to be ad-
dressed.

The department will release 
aggregate survey results at the end 
of each year. For more informa-
tion or to take the survey, visit 
www.stpaul.gov/police. 

Sweet Charity opens 
HU theater season
Hamline University’s Depart-
ment of Theatre and Dance 
opens its season with “Sweet 
Charity.” Inspired by Federico 
Fellini’s Nights of Cabiria, Sweet 
Charity explores the turbulent 
love life of Charity Hope Valen-
tine, a hopelessly romantic but 
comically unfortunate dance hall 
hostess in New York City. With a 
tuneful, groovy, mid-1960s score, 
Sweet Charity captures all the en-
ergy, humor, and heartbreak of 
life in the big city for an unfor-
tunate but irrepressible optimist. 

Sweet Charity runs Nov. 
10-11, 16-18 at 7:30pm at HU’s 
Anne Simley Theatre. Tickets are 
$2 for HU students, $3 for ACTC 
students and staff, $8 for adults 
and $5 for outside students and 
seniors. Advance reservations are 
recommended and can be made 
through the Hamline University 
Theatre Box Office at 651-523-

2905 or via e-mail at tickets@
hamline.edu.

Prior Affair planned 
Sat.-Sun., Oct. 14-15
Prior Affair is hosting an art and 
craft fair on Sat. and Sun., Oct. 
14-15, from 10am-6pm, at 755 

Prior Ave. N.
The weekend will showcas-

ing local artists and crafters and 
being supported by local artistic 
businesses such as True Stone 
Coffee, Can Can Wonderland, 
Black Stack Brewing and the rest 
who share space in the building. 

There wil l  be hands-on 
crafting experiences for all ages 

being brought by MplsCrafters, 
Face painting, interactive portrai-
ture, as well as the amazing fami-
ly-friendly Mini-Golf of Can Can 
Wonderland. 

Prior Affair is part of the St 
Paul Art Crawl, and strives to 
bring support to the blooming 
artist community in the area.

In Our Community
Continued from page 12

Community Engagement Forums series begins Nov. 4
H o l y  T r i n i t y  E p i s c o p a l 
Church, 1636 Van Buren, has 
joined with members of the 
surrounding community to 
create a series of communi-
ty engagement forums deal-
ing with racial, ethnic, and 
cultural understanding and 
reconciliation. This project, 
“Community Conversations 
for Racial/Ethnic Reconcili-
ation and Understanding,” 
stemmed from the realization 
that communities through-
out our country are looking 
for ways to achieve harmony, 
and build compassionate and 
respectful connections among 
diverse neighbors. The ability 
to communicate and dialogue 
with others on these issues in 
a respectful forum is a critical 
component to achieving such 
understanding. People need 
to be able to ‘tell their stories,’ 
freely ask questions, and learn 
about each other to achieve 
these goals. 

T h e  f i r s t  f o r u m ,  ‘ J i m 
Crow:  Then and Now,”  i s 
scheduled for Sat. ,  Nov. 4, 
2-5pm. It will be held at Holy 

Trinity, 1636 Van Buren Ave. 
This a free event and RSVP’s 
are welcomed as space is lim-
ited. For more information 
call the church office at 651-
228-0930.

Holy Tr ini ty  Episcopal 
Church has been a part of the 
Hamline-Midway neighbor-
hood for over eight years but 
only recently finalized steps 
to permanently secure their 
presence in the area with the 
purchase of sanctuary previ-
ously  owned by Epiphany 
Episcopal Church. 

Holy Trinity has plans to 
increase their  involvement 
with the larger community 
through a series of outreach 
activities. One of which is this 
series of four community en-
gagement forums which will 
use excerpts from fact-based 
movies or documentaries to 
engage participants on issues 
of race and diversity. In ex-
plaining their rationale for 
this series, Holy Trinity feels 
that Faith Communities (large 
and small) along with other 
community partners can play 

an important role in assur-
ing the well-being and cohe-
siveness of our community. 
These interactive forums will 
educate, engage and inspire 
participants to confront and 
change the negative elements 
that often divide us. Partici-
pants will be encouraged to 
share their stories and devel-
op individual and collective 
strategies for living harmoni-
ously in our increasingly di-
verse community. 

To  a c h i e v e  t h i s ,  t h e 
church has received a grant 
from the Episcopal Church 
of Minnesota and has part-
nered with residents in the 
surrounding Hamline Mid-
way neighborhood along with 
the privately-owned business 
Mosaic on a Stick, Concordia 
University, Laura Jeffries Acad-
emy, and several others. 

Very active in this com-
munity partnership and the 
project’s development is St. 
Matthews Episcopal Church 
who has shared their commit-
ment and resources in this en-
deavor.

Property owners in St. Paul may be in for tax sticker shock
Your neighbor non-profits reap benefit of court decision; everyone else pays more; value increases make it worse 
By JANE MCCLURE

St. Paul’s proposed 23.9 per-
cent tax levy increase is likely 
to raise eyebrows in November, 
especially in neighborhoods 
where home market values are 
catching up from the 2008 re-
cession. Some residents could 
see property tax increases near-
ing 30 percent.

But neighborhoods around 
the city will see very different 
impacts when truth-in-taxa-
tion statements come out in 
November. So, too, will own-
ers of commercial and indus-
trial properties, and apartment 
building owners. The bottom 
line amount is not just the re-
sult of city, county and school 
district levy increases but also 
can be linked to rising market 
values and shifts and changes 
within the property tax system.

The trends were discussed 
in  September  by  the  Jo in t 
Property Tax Advisory Com-
mittee; a group made up of St. 
Paul, Ramsey County and St. 
Paul School Board members.

About 19 percent of the 
St. Paul property tax increase 
is due to a shift in street main-
tenance costs from a separate 
assessment back to property 
taxes, said City Finance Direc-
tor Todd Hurley. 

St. Paul city officials are 
trying to address some of the 
questions by posting an online 
tool on the city website, to ex-
plain the city property tax in-
crease and what it now covers. 
That’s because a 2016 Minne-
sota Supreme Court decision 

ended the longtime right-of-
way maintenance program, by 
determining that the assess-
ments are indeed a tax. 

Nonprofit property own-
ers no longer have to pay the 
charges, which were assessed 
by street frontage. It has meant 
a $20 mill ion shift  back to 
property taxes.

Hurley said the city has de-
veloped an online tool to pro-
vide property tax estimates and 
to explain how much of the 
increase is for street charges 
and how much is for new city 
services. Residential property 
owners can input market val-
ues over the past two years, 
plus the amount of front foot-
age and alley footage a proper-
ty has, at www.stpaul.gov/tax-
estimator.

The estimator does include 
a disclaimer stating that the 
figures provided are estimates 
and shouldn’t be used for plan-
ning purposes.

S t e p h e n  B a k e r,  w h o  i s 
ret i r ing as  county assessor, 
and County Auditor/Treasur-
er Chris Samuel, outlined the 
trends. Generally, properties 
throughout the county contin-
ue to recover from the 2008 re-
cession. Many commercial/in-

dustrial and apartment proper-
ties are seeing strong increases, 
which could translate into rent 
increase for residential  and 
commercial/industrial tenants. 
Commercial/industrial prop-
erties on average are seeing 
value increase of 17.5 percent 
on average, and property tax 
increases of around 13 percent. 
Median value apartments are 
seeing increases of 9.7 percent 
in value, with property tax in-
creases of about 12 percent.

“This is going to be an in-
teresting year,” said Samuel. 
Market values in St. Paul are 
increasing faster than in the 
suburbs, representing a shift in 
values there.

The median-value St. Paul 
home saw an increase of 7.7 
percent ,  f rom $161,400 in 
2017 to $173,900 in 2018. This 
homeowner paid $2,239 in 
property taxes in 2017.

For 2018, tax shifts  and 
the homestead exclusion ben-
efit  provide a $27 decrease. 
The increases in city, county 
and school district levies mean 
a $297 hike. The bottom line 
is $270, or a tax increase to 
$2,509 in 2018. That’s a 12.1 
percent increase.

The  c i t y ’ s  share  o f  the 

property tax increase is the big-
gest, at $162. But Hurley said 
that if the street maintenance 
costs are backed out, the share 
for additional city services is 
about $45.

Some of the biggest im-
pacts in the residential market 
are being seen in neighbor-
hoods that have had slower 
recoveries from the recession. 
Those neighborhoods will see 
some sticker shock. North End 
homeowners  could  see  the 
highest increase. The median 
home in that neighborhood 
has a median estimated home 
market  value increase from 
$102,500 in 2017 to $121,000 
in 2018, or 18 percent. Taxes 
paid in 2017 were $1,224, and 
would increase 28.8 percent or 
$353 in 2018, to $1,577. That’s 
the highest increase citywide.

Thomas-Dale is right be-
hind.  The  median es t imat -
ed market value home there 
would increase from $100,400 
to $111,700, or 11.3 percent. 
Taxes for 2017 were $1,188, 
and would increase to $1,412 
in 2018, for a $224 or 18.9 
percent increase. Residents of 
both North End and Thom-
as-Dale could apply for prop-
erty tax refunds to partially 

offset those hikes.
C o u n t y  C o m m i s s i o n -

er Janice Rettman, who rep-
resents  the  North End and 
Frogtown,  sa id  she  i s  con-
cerned about the impacts to 
low-income residents. Rettman 
wants to get the word out that 
people need to apply for the 
refunds.

Other area neighborhoods 
are seeing varied changes.

In Hamline-Midway, the 
median estimated home mar-
ke t  va lue  rose  8 .5  percent 
from 2017 to 2018, or from 
$154,500 to $167,700. Taxes 
payable in 2017 were $2,121 
but would rise $279, or 13.2 
percent in 2018.  That  2018 
bill of $2,400 could be offset 
slightly by a targeted property 
tax refund.

T h e  m e d i a n  e s t i m a t e d 
home market value in Como 
rose 4.8 percent, from $195,400 
in 2017 to $204,700 in 2018. 
Taxes payable in 2017 were 
$2,824 but would rise $228, or 
8.1 percent, to $3,052.

Residents of Merriam Park 
would see a 7.9 percent increase 
in median estimated home mar-
ket value, from $266,500 to 
$287,600. Property taxes would 
increase $462 or 11.4 percent, 
from $4,050 in 2017 to $4,512 
in 2018.

T h e  m e d i a n  e s t i m a t e d 
home market value in St. An-
thony Park rose 2.4 percent, 
from $278,800 to $285,600. 
Taxes payable in 2017 were 
$4,263, and would rise 5 per-
cent, or $215, to $4,278.
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Midway Center site redevelopment financing moves steadily forward 
By JANE MCCLURE

Tax increment financing 
(TIF) is poised for use in Midway 
Center site redevelopment. The 
St. Paul City Council, acting as 
the Housing and Redevelopment 
Authority Board Sept. 13, voted 
5-2 to make findings needed for 
building demolition and a future 
TIF district on the shopping cen-
ter property.

Council member Rebecca 
Noecker and Jane Prince voted 
against the TIF district; Dan Bo-
strom, Amy Brendmoen, Russ 
Stark, Dai Thao and Chris Tolbert 
voted in support.

The TIF district would cover 
an ell-shaped property that in-
cludes the shopping center and 
buildings to the north along 
Snelling and University avenues, 
as well as the vacant lot at the 
northwest corner of Pascal St. 
and St. Anthony Ave. Most of the 
stadium is being built on Metro-
politan Council-owned property 
where a streetcar and later bus 
garage stood for decades. That 
property isn’t eligible for TIF.

A Housing and Redevelop-
ment Authority (HRA) staff re-
port indicated that the 15.6-acre 
site needs an “infrastructure sys-
tem of streets, pedestrian-friendly 
sidewalks, walkways, and utilities 
installed. Private sector invest-
ment will finance site redevelop-
ment, but additional financial 
resources may be necessary in 
the future to assist in turning this 
large and complex transit-orient-
ed development site into a vi-
brant community hub of diverse 
businesses, jobs, housing, and 
entertainment.”

Part of Midway Center, in-
cluding Rainbow Foods, Midway 
Pro Bowl, and several shops to 
the east in the strip mall, must 
be torn down to make way for 
the Allianz Field soccer stadium’s 

north end. 
Although Minnesota Unit-

ed FC is paying the entire cost of 
building the roughly $200 mil-
lion stadium, lead stadium part-
ner Bill McGuire recently entered 
a master lease for the 15.6-acre 
Midway Center property itself 
with owner New York-based RK 
Midway. 

Rainbow Foods and Midway 
Pro Bowl closed in September. A 
home rental store closed in Au-
gust. Other closings haven’t yet 
been announced.

The demolition agreement 
is with the newly formed Snel-
ling-Midway Redevelopment 

LLC. The TIF district is classified 
as a “renewal and renovation dis-
trict” which could allow for TIF 
to help cover some of the related 
costs. St. Paul Director of Plan-
ning and Economic Develop-
ment (PED) Jonathan Sage-Mar-
tinson said the findings are “lim-
ited and technical in nature” to 
allow the city to enter into the 
demolition agreement. 

It does leave open the option 
to create a TIF district in the fu-
ture, he added. The staff report 
states that “the developer intends 
to submit an application to the 
HRA for tax increment assistance 
in the future in connection with 

a proposed development to be 
constructed by the developer or 
its successors or assigns on the 
property. To preserve TIF eligibil-
ity, Minnesota tax increment law 
requires certain findings be made 
by the HRA before the demoli-
tion of the buildings or remov-
al of improvements. This action 
does not obligate the HRA to 
create a Tax Increment Financing 
District.”

The demolition agreement 
for Midway Center is required 
by state TIF law. Any future ap-
plication for the TIF district it-
self would have to show that the 
redevelopment cannot proceed 

without that form of public fi-
nancing.

There are no plans for land 
acquisition using eminent do-
main.

Noecker, who tried to block 
the use of TIF for Midway Cen-
ter in 2016, said she continues 
to oppose its use. “Frankly, we’re 
giving up property taxes,” she 
said. In a TIF district, the added 
property taxes generated by re-
development are instead used to 
pay project costs for a time, in-
stead of being paid to the city, 
county and school district. No-

Classifieds
Want ads must be received by the Monitor by October 30 for the November 9 issue. Call 651-645-7045 for more information.  

Your classified ad will also be automatically placed on the Monitor's website at www.MonitorSaintPaul.comMonitor
Monitor Want Ads are $1 per word 
with a $10 minimum. Send your 
remittance along with your ad to 
Monitor Classifieds, 125 1st Ave. 
NW, PO Box 168, Minneapolis, 
MN 55369. Want ads must be 
mailed to the Monitor by Oct. 30 
for the Nov. 9 issue. Ad copy can 
be e-mailed to denis@deruyter-
nelson.com. Call 651-645-7045 
for more information. Your classi-
fied ad will also be automatically 
placed on the Monitor’s website at 
www.MonitorSaintPaul.com

ATTORNEY
Creative Solutions With a Personal 
Touch. Legal Services in the areas 
of: Small Business, Wills and 
Trusts, Probate, Real Estate, and 
Family. Kirsten Libby, 855 Rice 
Street, Suite 100, St. Paul, MN, 
651-487-1208 www.libbylawof-
fice.com. B-17

AUTO STORAGE
Secured auto and boat storage 
near Snelling and University. 
Short term or long term. 
Heated and unheated avail-
able. 570 Asbury Street. 651-
641-0166. hamlineparkstorage.
com. 10-17

BOUTIQUE
Hamline Church Holiday 
Marketplace - Start holiday shop-
ping 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday, 
November 4, Hamline Church, 
1514 Englewood Ave. Local craft-
ers, artists, vendors, baked goods. 
Details on church web page. Santa 
visits 10:30-11:30 a.m. Soup lunch 
10:30 a.m. hamlinewomen@
gmail.com 10-17

Trick or Treat Stop & Shop Show, 
October 22, 2017, noon to 4. NSP 
American Legion, 2678 Seventh Ave. 
E., 55109. Craftsman, direct sellers, 
photographers and more! Come 
in Costume for some treats! 25 
FREE shopping bags and 4 Mystery 
Prizes! Code word: Monitor. 10-17

LAWN CARE
Lawn/Snow Service, Yard/Gutter 
Cleaning. Roof Snow/Ice.. 651-
688-9977. B-17

OFFICE SPACE
Quiet, professional office space 
with free, attached parking. Single 
offices up to10,000 sf. Building 
information available at ham-
linepp.com . Contact Eric with 
Colliers at 952-837-3087. 10-17

PAINTING
Interior Exterior Painting / Repair. 
Wallpaper Removal, etc. Gutter 
Cleaning. Insured. 651-699-2832. 
B-17

Painter Jim. 35 years experience. 
Small painting jobs wanted. 612-
202-5514. 10-17

WINDOW CLEANING
Larry’s Window Washing - You 
will see the difference. Inside 
and out. 651-635-9228. 10-17

Next Deadline: Oct. 30
Next Publication: Nov. 9

YOUR AD HERE

$1/WORD

Last month, St. Paul became the 
home of one of the world’s first 
movement-focused shared work-
spaces.

Work it, located just blocks 
from the Green Line at 635 Fair-
view Ave. N., is a multi-purpose, 
dog-friendly, shared office space 
owned independently by success-
ful businesswoman and previous 
owner of Downtown Dogs, Anne 
Hendrickson.

The two-floor, wheelchair 
accessible facility is unlike any 
other coworking space. While 
working at a computer, clients 
are able to walk, bike, sit, stand, 
or wobble using unique equip-
ment from Lifespan Fitness and 
iSpace Environments. This of-
fers users the ability to integrate 
movement and fitness into other-
wise sedentary careers. And, they 
say, boosts creativity and cogni-
tive function.

A close up of a machine De-
scription generated with high 
confidence“You burn about 250 

calories an hour when you walk. 
And get in about 3,500 steps.” 
Says Work it owner Anne Hen-
drickson. “When you sit you only 
burn about one calorie a minute, 
and zero steps. And your insulin 
production and oxygen to your 
brain slow. Sitting is one of the 
worst things you can do for your 
physical and mental health. But 
we have to make a living.”

Along with shifting desk jobs 
from sedentary to active, Work 
it offers a host of other ameni-
ties aimed at saving time and im-
proving the health and work life 
balance of busy professionals.

Fitness equipment, showers, 
high speed internet, a full kitch-
en, active and traditional confer-
ence rooms, a privacy/lactation 
room all under one roof are 
among the attractions to inde-
pendent consultants, small firms, 
remote, and itinerant workers. 
With its unique attractions, Work 
it has also become a popular off-
site meeting destination for me-

dium and large companies.
Work it is also equipped 

with a high-quality printer, per-
sonal U.S. mail slots, secure 
paper shredding, and public no-
taries. All available to anyone 
who walks through the door.

O u t d o o r - S i g n - B i k e v -
iew1-compressor.jpgWork it staff 
believe in the active movement 
model - that listening to one’s 
body and moving while working 
improves learning, productivity, 
and health.

“This way of work enables 
people to be their best selves.” 
Says Hendrickson. “The move-
ment improves your physical 
and mental health, and boosts 
creativity and focus. This leads 
to better sleep, which cycles to 
better days and more energy. 
And, with more energy and an 
inviting kitchen it is much easi-
er to sustain good nutrition. The 
combination is powerful.” In the 
two and a half weeks Work it has 
been open Hendrickson has al-

ready lost weight and has more 
energy for her children.

Work it’s goal is to provide 
the tools and space for people 
to be more focused, healthier, 
and happier. And their vision 
goes way beyond the individual. 
“When someone is at their best 
they can be the best partner, par-
ent, friend, coworker and com-
munity member.” Says Hendrick-
son. “If we all worked this way, 
and I hope someday we all will, 
the world would be a different 
place.”

Work it’s doors are open 
weekdays from 7am to 6pm and 
they are open to the public with 
hourly and daily rates. Evening 
and weekend meetings are as 
popular at this hot spot as busi-
ness day. Affordable member-
ships add several perks, including 
24x7 access.

The public is encouraged 
to take the virtual tour at http://
co-workit.com and to take advan-
tage of a complimentary trial day.

New all-in-one shared workspace is better than a coffee shop

Continued on page 15
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ecker also said she believes the 
stadium itself will be a catalyst 
for redevelopment and ques-
tioned if TIF is needed. 

Prince agreed with those 
sentiments. She and Noecker 
also cast the votes against using 
$900,000 in TIF generated at 
other sites to help with the stadi-
um site’s environmental cleanup.

“I see this as a way that cities 
impoverish themselves,” Noecker 
said.

But other council mem-
bers said the option to use TIF 
needs to be kept open. Ward 
One Council Member Dai Thao, 

whose ward includes the stadium 
and shopping center site, said he 
favors TIF. He expressed support 
for redevelopment that would in-
clude affordable housing, given 
the site’s proximity to good tran-
sit.

“We should keep every (de-
velopment) tool and option on 
the table for as long as we can,” 
said Ward Three Council Mem-
ber Chris Tolbert. He said it 
would be “premature” to block 
TIF now.

Snelling-Midway Redevel-
opment LLC owns what is called 
“possessory rights” for five of the 
Midway Center properties. Its 
affiliate MUSC Holdings, LLC is 
the owner of possessory rights in 
the adjacent parking lot parcel 
in the southeast corner at Pascal 
and St. Anthony. McGuire is the 

controlling partner of the LLC. 
For TIF to be used,  the 

HRA needs to make specific 
legal findings including a find-
ing that the property eyed for 
TIF is blighted. The Minneap-
olis-based consulting firm of 
LHB, Inc. was hired by the city 
to inspect and evaluate proper-
ties within a proposed TIF dis-
trict made up of Midway Cen-
ter and a vacant property at 
the northwest corner of Pascal 
St. and St. Anthony Ave. LHB 
looked at the site as well as 
the buildings. One determina-
tion LHB made is that Midway 
Center and the Big Top Liquors 
building, are in the poorest con-
dition.

The LHB report documents 
that parcels consisting of 70 
percent of the area of the prop-
erty are occupied by buildings, 
streets, utilities, paved or gravel 
parking lots. About 20 percent 
of the buildings meet the state’s 
legal definition of “substandard” 
structures. Another 30 percent 
would require substantial reno-
vation or clearance to address ex-
isting conditions. 

Next up for the project will 
be council action on the TIF dis-
trict itself, as well as a final de-
cision on the property plat. A 
preliminary plat for the soccer 
stadium area won City Council 
approval more than a year ago, 
along with the master plan for 
Midway Center site redevelop-
ment. The final plat is expected 
to go before the City Council this 
month.

Rec Centers announce classes and events
Registration for classes/activities is open at stpaul.gov/activityregis-
tration. For questions or help with registration call the individual 
Recreation Center. 

Northwest Como 
Recreation Center, 
1550 Hamline Ave. N., 
651-298-5813; www.
stpaul.gov/facilities/
northwest-como-recre-
ation-center
— Family Movie Series, 
Nov. 3-Dec. 29, 3:30-
5:30pm. for all ages; 
free
— Chess, Nov. 6-Dec. 
11, 5:30-6:30pm, ages 
8-13; free
— Detective Science, on 
Nov. 16, 3:30-4:30pm, 
ages 5-11; $20
— Electronic Game De-

sign-Racing, Nov. 2-30, 3:30-5pm, ages 7-14; $65
— Self Portrait Puppets, Nov. 28-Dec. 19, 6:15-7:45pm, ages 8-12; $40
***Welcome Bonfire on Oct. 13 from 6:30-8:30pm for all ages, free, 
but concessions available for purchase

North Dale Recreation Center, 1414 St. Albans St. N., 651-558-2329; 
www.stpaul.gov/north-dale-recreation-center
— Animal Friends, Oct. 18, 6:15-7pm, ages 3-5; $20
— Parent/Child Tot Time, Oct.-March on Mon./Wed./Thur. 9am-
noon, ages 0-5
— Tumbling, Nov. 2-Dec. 21, 5:30-6:15pm, ages 3-5; $40
— “Sweet” Halloween Craft Party, Oct. 27, 1:30-3:30pm, ages 4-9; $25
— My Pet Needs to Know, Oct. 21, 10-11am, ages 7-10; free
— No School Days, Oct 19-20, 8:30am-5pm, ages 6-12; $5/day
— Puppet Pals, Nov. 28-Dec. 19, 6-7:30pm, ages 5-8; $40
— Thrive This Holiday Season, Nov. 4, 10-11am, adults; $10
***Hallow Fest on Thur., Oct. 26 from 5-7pm for all ages; free (wear 
your costume)

Langford Recreation 
Center, 30 Langford 
Pk., 651-298-5765; 
www.stpaul.gov/lang-
fordrec
— Loose Leash Dog 
Walking, Nov. 7-28, 
8-8:45pm, adults; $60
— Design Your Own 
Board Game, Oct. 27, 
1-3pm, ages 7-11; $45
— How to Make a 
Mini-Comic, Nov. 17, 
9am-noon, ages 7-11; 
$40
— Babysitting Train-
ing, Oct. 19, 9am-
3:30pm, ages 11-17; 
$60
— How To Get The 
Part, Nov. 2-16, 
6-7:30pm, ages 12-15; 
$40

Midway Center site 
redevelopment
Continued from page 14
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Supportive services help seniors maintain their own homes
By MARGIE O’LOUGHLIN

The Living at Home Block 
Nurse Program of Como Park and 
Falcon Heights may have a com-
plicated name, but their mission 
is simple: to provide high quality, 
affordable care for seniors—al-
lowing them to live safely in the 
home and community they love.

According to executive direc-
tor Lisa Kane, “Every staff person 
and volunteer here is committed 
to these principles.” A former 
Wisconsin Department of Health 
program manager, Kane said that, 
“like most people who work with 
our program, I live in the neigh-
borhood. I’m lucky to have found 
this opportunity; this is good 
work.”

What exactly is the good 
work of the Living at Home Block 
Nurse Program (LAHBNP)? They 
offer a wealth of services to neigh-
borhood residents aged 65 and 
better, as they like to say. Free 
services provided by staff include 
home safety checks, service coor-
dination, blood pressure moni-
toring, and help with applications 
to other social service benefit pro-
grams. 

Maria Duwenhoegger is the 
registered nurse on staff—some-
thing that not all Living at Home 
Block Nurse Programs have. She 
said, “I enjoy the one-on-one con-
nection with our seniors, working 
with them in their own environ-
ment rather than in a clinic set-
ting. I get a better sense for what 
their family support is, or their 
lack of family support.” Duwen-
hoegger provides skilled nursing 
services for people covered by 
Medicare, Medical Assistance, or 

private insurance. One of the ser-
vices in high demand is non-dia-
betic foot care, a self-supporting 
program that costs $35 per visit. 
“I have over 20 of these clients,” 
she said. ‘Most of them say when 
they call us the first time, ‘I never 
thought I would need this!’”

Sometimes the first call to 
LAHBNP can be hard to make, 
but Kane explained, “We’re here 
to help. We’re not here to do 
anything other than support the 
community. We welcome phone 
calls from seniors, family mem-
bers, or neighbors—anyone with 
a concern about an older person.” 
She emphasized that all staff and 
volunteers have passed a rigorous 

screening process.
Jennifer Grilliot is the vol-

unteer coordinator, managing a 
small but dedicated band of long-
term volunteers aged 20–81. “One 
of the things that’s very satisfying 
about being a volunteer coordi-
nator,” she said, “is when you put 
two complete strangers together, 
and find that they’ve formed a 
strong connection. I matched an 
MBA student from China last year 
with one of our seniors. It turned 
out that the senior had traveled 
to China several times in her life, 
and the two of them really hit it 
off. The student volunteered be-
cause elders are so important in 
Chinese culture, and he wanted to 

experience some of that here. At 
LAHBNP, we believe that the in-
tergenerational connection really 
helps to stabilize neighborhoods.” 

Volunteers with this organiza-
tion serve in a variety of ways like 
gardening, raking leaves, shovel-
ing snow, driving seniors to med-
ical appointments and back, or to 
the grocery store or library. Also, 
friendly visits are an important 
part of volunteer services. Gril-
liot said, “Many of our clients are 
homebound, and that can be very 
socially isolating.”

Grilliot is currently looking 
for volunteers with a fitness back-
ground to lead gentle exercise 
classes at two senior independent 
living complexes in the neigh-
borhood. She also offers train-
ing to volunteers willing to work 
with seniors one-on-one, using a 
training module called “Healthy 
Moves for Aging Well.” No previ-
ous fitness experience is required 
for this commitment. 

LAHBNP added a homemak-
ing program three years ago, in 
response to neighborhood need. 
The cost for this service is $25/

hour, with a minimum of one 
hour’s time. Services include vac-
uuming, dusting, deep cleaning 
of kitchens and bathrooms, doing 
laundry, changing bed linens, 
preparing snacks and meals, and 
more. 

There  are  ten Liv ing at 
Home Block Nurse programs 
across St. Paul; their shared goal 
is to keep elders healthy, inde-
pendent, and connected to their 
community. Kane explained 
that each of the programs is a 
free-standing, nonprofit organi-
zation with its own board. Most 
of the programs are housed in 
community spaces, and LAHB-
NP is no exception. Located at 
1376 Hoyt Ave. in Como Park 
Lutheran Church, the staff can 
be reached at 651-642-1127 or 
comobnp@mtn.org with ques-
tions about services for seniors 
and their caregivers, or about 
volunteering. 

On Sat., Oct. 14, Como Park 
Lutheran Church will hold a ba-
zaar with a silent auction and 
meatloaf dinner, with all proceeds 
going to LAHBNP.

“We had a couple in the neighborhood a few years ago. The hus-
band was caring for his wife, who had pretty advanced dementia. 
We provided homemaking services like cleaning and decluttering, 
got Meals on Wheels going, and found some social support for the 
husband in the form of a male friend who took him out to lunch 
every few weeks. The husband learned in his late 70’s how to clean 
house, do laundry, grocery shop, and all the other stuff that goes 
into maintaining a home. He continued caregiving for a couple 
of years after we got involved. Our in-home services allowed him 
more free time to visit his wife in the nursing home, once she 
moved there. After his wife passed away, he continued to live inde-
pendently for quite some time.”

—Maria Duwenhoegger, RN

The fulltime staff of the Living at Home Block Nurse program in Como Park 
and Falcon Heights is made up of volunteer coordinator Jennifer Grilliot 
(left), executive director Lisa Kane (center), and RN Maria Duwenhoegger 
(right). (Photo by Margie O’Loughlin)


